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To his dearly beloved people, 
the Pariſhioners of Augu-" 
ſtines zz Watling-ſtreer 
London, zear Pauls, and 
ether hearers, Robert Ab- 


bot wiſbeth all good to ſouls 
and boates, 


Dearly beloved, | | 

Cannot but return love 
for love. Yea, as lama 
AMuniſter of Chriſt tor the 
ſervice of your fouls, I 
humbly deſire to ſpend, and to 
be ſpent for Jon , though the | 
more I love, theleſſc I ſhould 
be loved of you. I am not yet 
(bleſſed be God) brought into 
ſuch ſtraits, neither ever ſhall, 
as I hope, tor / am written 1 


many of your hearts , and 7e- 


jojce ever you to do you gord ; 
| A 2 and 
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and that I could do your foul . 
what good I dodefire. MR” 
Could Airaham have given} 
his worſt {on /alvation,as well ”* 
as Circumci // 0s how willing- 
Ty would he have done it ? He 
that crie1 out, Oh chat 1ſhmas! 
el might live in thy ſight; would 
heartily fay, Oh that [macl c 

might live for ever | Even 
thus would it be betwixt me;! ; 
and all your fouls. | 
My daily prayer for you 18,3 
that the dew of Heaven, andÞ F 
the fares of the Earth may ; 
eſt upon you, and yours. To 

this end (as you know) I deal 
with you Doftinally, practi-} t 
. cally , controverſally, and ca- 
ſuiſtically 2 yea, I have great! 
longings before 1 go out of 
this tabernacle,and be no more 
ſeen, after the manner of the 
living, to ſtir you up to 741 
the race that is ſet before you, 
both by preaching and Wr-I 


ting, 
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ting, that you may the more 
8 ſmoothly accomplith it with 
JOY | 
1 know not what to ſay to 
"Sit: but the times are fo nar- 
# row, and ftraight, that Books 
(& of great bulk, are not ſo cafily 
& ſwallowed. There is ſuch a 
ſurfeit of Pamphlets, that big- 
ger Volumes cannot be dige- 
# (ted, Having notice thercfore 
 & that this little Sermon of mine 
& preached many years fince, is 
| out of print, and that it is {till 
defired, I could not deny the- © © — 
review of it, that it might ap- 
pear correced. 7 
But when I bethought my 
{clf that it was formerly dedi- 
rn cated onely to a few young 
me, but was of uſe to many 
both young .and old; Icame 
quickly to a reſolution to pre- 
{ent it unto you all. ' 
I look upon this preſent 
- world as upon a Monfter of 
: A 3 many 


The Epiſtle 
many monſtrous young men) | 
and women , fo diſorderly in } 
their courſes, and ſo 4i/gxiſed | 
in their attires, that all ages, | 
read of before us, cannet give | 
the like precedents. How do & 
104g women rejoyce in baring 
their Nakedneſs ? Ranters| 
have brought it in upon this | 
deceirful account, that they | 
have attained to that perfeCtt- | 
on in Chriſt already which # 
they loſt in A1am, and ſo that # 
they may $0 naked as he did, 
and live above finand ſhame; 
will aged women follow it | 
upon fach, ſlippery and falſe 
ground, when all experience # 
reache:h us, thar ſuch naked- 3 
nefle is bar a helliſh Bellows of 5 
nachaſtity, and an Enſign of a | 
vain, and immodett heart ? 

How do they take up 
the frothy embeliſhments of 
Black-ſpots, in ſeveral forms, 
upon their faces 2 Did they 
CONe 
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convincingly know that they 
had been born with ſuch black 
garniſh, if all the Painters a- 
bout them could have difco- 
loured them, they would not 


| have failed to have done it. 


But now, though God have 
given them good faces, they 
out-face, and are aſhamed of 
Gods Creation. 

How do young men (yea 
ſome that by life and dotrine 
ſhould ſhine before others ) 
wear Golden & ſilken wipes at 


their Bellies, Knees, & Backs as © 


if of purpoſe preſcnting ſome 
wanton Images, or prepared 
to keep out of fight ſome va- 
nity, or-to bring into fight 
more? How do they powder 
their beads, and garments, as 
if of all Trades they liked rhe 
Millers beſt, and foreprophe- 
cied that what they ſpent on 
their excrements, they ſhould 
want in their bellies at the 

A 4 laſt ? 


The Epiſtle 


laſt? while they pretend clean- f 


linefle, do they, not ſhew 


themſelves the worſt of flo- 
vens, whom a neat neighbour 


would be loath to touch ? 


Have they notread that Þ 
mas can make his hair either 
white or black e And do not Z 


7 
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they purpoſely out face Gods 


truth, by making their vgly 


locks white, as it they would 
dare God to fay, when they % 
come to Judgement, Depart # 


from me, 1 know You not. 


How do Taverns rattle, and 


Alehouſes roar under the co- 


- 24 cout ——c - AQIu= 


lovr of Merning, Noon, andf 
Evenirg draughts, to the pre- 
judice of their own health, 


and others peace ? 


How do they negle& Cate- | 


| chizing, Preaching, the Lords 
Table, as if they would give 

the devilleave to putin a foot, 

| that by degrees he may wiade 
1 tn his whole body ? 

rs How 


A det. cn OE 
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© How do they, for want of 
© grownuding and /fabl:ſhing in 
# che truth, whirle about to 
various opinions, till God gives 
them np to believe lies , becauſe 
they receive not the love of 
| the truch that rhey might be 
= ſaved? 
= Are there not publick ſins 
and miſeries enongh , and too 
= too many abroad inthe world, 


y & but you will bring it into your 


# pcrſons, and families ? Could 
& ye bur fe the horrid guilt of 
# Atheiſm, Profanexeſſe,Security, 
Antiſcriptariſme, Blaſpheming 
Chriſt , and his bleſſed Spirit, 


- 3 Llooaſbed, Sacrileage, contempe 


of Miniſters, lighting of the 
miniſtery, and the like fins, 
which are forcrunners of the 
ſpeedieſt , and worſt ruine, it 
would make your hearts ake, 
your bowels tremble, and rot- 
renneſle to enter into your 


bones, 
Will 
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Will ye add to all theſe your x 
loathſome vanities, and Ept-} ., 
cureous Bowzings ſo far as 0 - 
glew your ſclyes to the plea if 
ſures of fin for a ſeaſon, diſlo: B} 
cate your bodies ; andſoules,  f 
from the ftre:oht and narron $i 
way to the kingdom of hea-WMr 
ven ? God forbid ; God ( lay) MF 
forbid : you have two hands, 
if you joſe one, you have ano-IF 
ther to feed you ; you haveF] 
ewo eyes if you loſe one, youſS1 
have another to ſee for you M1 
bur you have one onely Soml,Þ 
if you loſe that you will loſe: 
all you have, and what will you FF, 
| give in exchange for that, #Þ# 
That you may take this! 
| ſeaſonable counſel I have made/F 
this addreſs unto you. Had! 
| you known the young man i « 
| mentioned inthe book follow- 
mg , you could not but have 
loved him. As it was faidof ll : 
Dives in the parable, hewas 
no 
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© no Whorema(ter, Drunkard , 
"8 Swearer, Lyar, Stealer , Con- 
® zexer 3 onely he loved to go 


fine , and fare well whatever 


*& became of the poor ſoule ; and 
® for this he was in the Tor- 
Z ments of hell. So of that young 


man , he was much our of the 


© vices of other young men : he © 
# was ſober in his apparel, m- 
# derat? in his dyet, modeſt in his 
= looks and carriage toall; yet 


you hear what he ſayes of him- 


Y elf, and for what. 


Well, 1 muſt ſhortly put off 


& this my Tabernacle. Gray bairs 
= are bere aud there upon me, and 


7 know it, the hole Almend- 


Z !rce flouriſheth, the keepers of 
Z the houfe tremble, thoſe that 


look out of the windews grow 
dim, and the dayes are come 
wherein I havelittle pleaſure 
in th:m - yet, I ſay, yet, I de- 
light ro have my young men 
think of this beforc I am dead, 
and rotten. And 
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And for thoſe that are aged, 
and governours of families, I 


humbly beſeech you , 1 the Z 
bowels of Chriſt to preſs what | 
I have ſaid now, and what is ' 


preſented in the enſuing book 


to all yours, that they may be # 
wiſe in time, take warning, # 
come off from finful nature, # 


and cleave to the way of God, 
which you have briefly, but 
ſavingly , laid down in that 
other book of mine which 1 
call milk for Babes, exdounding 


SS £- 


the chief principles of Relgi- } 


on, Now that you may all do 
this and do all of it, you ſhall 


have the prayers of, 


Sept. 15. Tour loving Paſtouy to com- | 


1652, mand for your ſouls good. 


Robert Abbot, 


| SOPSODPOSS 


2 To all the Young-men ot 


my Pariſh, eſpecially to 
rne late Companions of 
Willam Rogers , 


Apothecary, Grace, 
Mercy, and Peace. 


Early beloved Young men, that 
this Sermon (in eftect ) was 


7 preached by me, among you, you 
PZ know 3 and the occoſton you know 


too. When I preach't ir, it came to 
your cares, and it wrought ſome- 
thing in ſome of your. eyes; but I lir- 
tle thought to have preſented it to 
your eyes again. Importuniries from 
abroad, and at home, have preſſed 
me to make this adventure. And 
now it is come, to whom ſhould it 
come, but unto you ? It 15 true, 
my love to that dead young man, 
made me willing to ſatisfie his deſire : 
and your defires to have it, have not 
made me willing thus to ſend it unto 
yon. Yet your courſes being the oc- 
cafion of it » and your welfare being 
the end of it ; you may jufily chal- 

lenge 
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And for thoſe that are aged, | 
and governours of families, IF, 
humbly beſeech you , 1» the Ft © 

bowels of Chrift to preſs what | 

| I have faid now, and what is | 

preſented in the enſuing book | 
to all yours, that they may be 3 
wiſe in time, take warning, # 
come oft from finful nature, 
and cleave to the way of God, # 
which you have briefly, but # 
ſavingly , laid down in that Þ 
other book of mine which1 þ 
call milk for Babes, exdounding 
the chief principles of Relgi- 
on, Now that you may all do 
this and do all of it, you ſhall Þ 
have the prayers of, 


a—- my” 
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. Sept. 15. Tour loving Paſtour to com- 
: 1652. mand for your ſouls good. 


f | Robert Abbdat, 


, | 
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# To all the Young-men of 


my Pariſh, eſpecially to 


rne late Companions of 
Wiltam "Rogers , 


Apothecary, Grace, 
Mercy, and Peace. 


Early beloved Young men, that 

this Sermon (in <ttlec&t ) was 
preached by me, among you, you 
know 3 and the occoſion you know 
too. When I preach't ir, it came to 
your cares, and it wrought ſome- 
thing in ſome of your.eyes, but I lir- 
tle thought to- have preſented it to- 
your eyes again. Importunities from 
abroad, ard at home, have preſſed 
me to make this adventure. And 
now it 1s come, to whom ſhould ic 
come, but unto you ? Ir 15 true, 
my love to that dead young man, 
made me willing to ſatisfle his defire : 
and your defires to have it, have not 
wade me willing thus to ſend it unto 
yon. Yet your courſes being the oc- 
cafion of it » and your welfare being 
the end of -it ; you may juſtly chal- 
lenge 
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lenge it, and ſhall not by me be rob: 
bed of your righe, Who knows 
whether God may leave a bleſfing 
behind ? 1 cannor' be affured that, 
for the word cf God handled in it, 
or for me the poor inftroment that 
is uſed init , Ye will make much uſe 
of it for your good ; becauſe (1 fear) 
ye ſo often prefer an Ale-houſe be- 
fore the houſe of God. It way be, 
ye had rather be withoot it, than 
have ir ;, becauſe rhe fight of it, ro 
you will be a ſting ; the fight of it 
ro others, will! be but a remem- 
brancer to them , to call upon you 
{ti!] ro forſake thoſe courſes which 
ye love. Yet hetcin have | hope, 
that you will love to ſee the picture 
of him being dead , whom ye loved 
and followed as your DoQor while 
he lived. If it be not drawn to life, 
my eyes , ears, ayd underſtanding 
much fail me 3 beſides, many wit- 
nefſes will not fail to ſay, thar all is 
true. Iam ſure, it is ſo for ſubſtance : | 
and if it be coloured otherwiſe: then | 
when at the firſt it was rudely drawn, 
it is for your ſakes, that you may 
Nill ſee him the more perfeRly, and 
know ycur own eſtate. - 

You have had ( in your daies } * 
many exawplcs, teaching that there * 
iS no bargain to be had mm a wicked 
way 3 
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y; itis folly to lay out your filver, 
xd not for bread. But to have two 

2 one year, layes the axe to the 
Dot of the trees of the Wood, and 
reacheth , that except ye amend, 
ſball likewiſe periſh: Ye haveſeen . 
wo Apothecaries difterent in their 
ourſe. The one ſo mauy waies 59 he was 

, pking home-ward 5 that he dyed accounted 
ſerably rich ; the other ſo laſhing ot a1 abour 
utward, that he dyed miſerably poor. ** _ 
$oth of ſweet and mild natures, and wood TY 
f different waies in life : yer both $o maya 
ff ancomfortable paſſages out of the good man 
»orld. The one having firſt the devil EO Lv 
dreſenting himſelf unto him to be net AgM 
1s Phyfitian > and neXxc Chrift fir- Oy CI-POW- 
ing on the Throne, condemning his ring temp- 
profitable life, and bidding him £4499 to 
ifr for himſelf, for ke would have 27 Te 
othing to do with him. The other, ex.mple of 
Ss if he would prevent Chriſt, con - others. 
demning himſelf to hell for ever, 

nd ever. Theone (being very rich, 

and having no children) was prefſed 

by me, while he was in peace, and 

© before his laft Wi'l was ſettled, of his 
thouſands to give but one handred 

pounds , for the repairing of the 

Church , or other pious works. Bur 

arth ten thouſand (as he 

ve a penny, 

2 by well ; 

& thac 


uncomtort- 


able death, 


ing his erer- 
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that is, twenty Marks to the poor, 
ren Pounds to me, and ſome other 
petty Legacies. If I were rich 1 
ſhould be loath to pay ſo dear for ſuch 
a denyal , as he did in the end , full 
of horror to the !aſt, The other (be. 
ing very pocr ) was preſſed by me 
again and again, but to belteve in 
Chriſt for ſalvation , and to be willing 
to receive him now 3 Burt L could not 
(for ought 1 ſaw ) prevail neither, 
The one had lived well, except his 
miſery : the other had lived ill, and 
ſo in miſery worſe. 1 know you fear 
not the danger of the ſirft- example : 
for you are out cf the way of heing 
roo rich. If you have enough to go 
like gallant Blades, it 1s all you 
defire . yet if you have not, your 
credit muſt be gocd rill the quarter 
day, or the good market comes, 
Bur may you not fear the danger of 
the ſecond? Him ye loved enough, 
his couries ye leve too well. The 
Ale-houte muſt be yonr Chappel , 
Ki:rchin, Workhouſe : the firſt 
draught is your prayer, the next 
your breakfaſt, and the Jaſt your 
work Yet if ye had buta Prieft that 
would prophecy of Wine and ſirq 
drink, and ſiy, Come let us ful | 
with Wine and trangdh 
fall be as ai 
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abundant , he were the onely man, 
and yon the oncly people of the 
world. I know you think your ſelves 
very familiar with Chriſt, as if he . 
would paſs by rhoſe flips of youth, 
and imbrace you in the arms of his 
mercy upon the leaft call. But you 
forger char Chrſt hath now taken 
ſlate npon him. He was an Infanc 
crying in the Cratch , and then he 
was cireumeiſled by, wicked Priefts, 
carried by an Afs into Jeruſalem. 
He was a Preacher in Iſrael , and 
then he was prefſed upon by all, and 
ſovght to be entangled by his ene- 
mics. He was 2 worker of miracles 
here, and then fick ſouls and bodies 
troubled him. He was under arreſts 
and executions 3 and then Judas did  _ _. 
kifſe, Souldiers buffered and ſpir vp- 
on him, and Jews and Gentiles killed 
him. Rut ncw the caſe is altered, 
his preſent ſtate admits no ſach neat 
approach. Will you ſay her is my 
fweer Saviour ſtill ? Go.then and tell 
him ſo : ſay, Lord, Iam idle, un- 
profirable, and luxurious , but chou 
art my ſweer Saviour ſtill. Say ye to 
ybur fathers and mothers, I am drun- 
ken, idle, wanton, rebellions, but ye 
ace my father and mother ſtill, and 
] expeft your bleſſing , and your 
purſe. Sprely fach proud and difſc- 
x: * B 
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lute carriage ſhall a chouſand times 
ſooner pleaſc men on earth, than it 
ſhall pleaſe Chriſt in Heaven. He 
hath redeemed you that ye might 
ſerve him in 1ighteouſneſſe and hol. 
heſſe all the dayes of yeur life. He hath 


bought you with a price, that ye 
might glo:ifie God in body and ſoul, 
and ( by the grace of God ) fave 
your ſelves from the midſt cf this 
wicked genratian wherein ye live. 
Perhaps you may think your ſelves 
not to be ſo grear, but that you may 
keep your fellowſhip in the falvarion 
of Chriſt roo. Bur they are not wor- 
thy of pirty who wilfully deceive 
their own ſouls : For in four caſes 
your leaſt fins prove damnable in 
the iſſue, 

Firſt, if they be commined againſt 
your conſciences, Cenſcience is i 
Gods room to guard you, and if chat 
be affronted, it is given to God, and 
fo you build downward to hell. 

Secondly , if they be committed 
with pleaſure and dilight ; there is 
no fin ſo ſma'l , which ſmels nor un- 
ſavorily if it pleafſeth. It pleaſed the 
man to gather ſticks, and he dyed 
for it, Ir pleaſed Lots Wife ro look 
u_ and ſhe turned into a pillar of 

alt. | 

Thirdly , if ſmall fins diſpoſe youto 
greater 
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greater. For he that hath avoided 
the great Rocks , may be ſwallow'd 
up in the ſand : and he that can keep 
out great Thieves , may have hfs 
houſe opened by a little Boy who 
creeps iy at the window. + _ 

Laſtly, if the ſmalleſt fins have 2 
Þrogreſs, and go 8n, A little ball of 
inow —rewled, is increaſed, and 
many drops make a flood, Can you 
{ay that you fin not when conſcience 
checks, and faith doit nct * Or that 
you have not taken pleaſure in what 
you have done ? Or that you have 
not been diſpoſed by your hours of 
eEſror, to ſcandalize others, and neg- 
let God and his worſhip ? Or thae 
your little fins have not rulciplyed 
ſolong, as that they may ( for any 
thing you are fure to the contrary) 
become an Ocean to- drown your 
ſouls in eternal horror ? What now 
is to be done, but that you ſee your 
wickedneſſe , and amend all e Iam 
ſore it would bring comfort to your 
friends, to ſee you' in the way to 
Heaven. I am mote ſtire it would 
bring glory tro God, and honour to 
the Goſpel, to have his.creatures and 


the profeſſors of it from your youth; 
to live jn the obedience of faith, 
And IT know afſuredly roo , that it 
ſhall 24de ro my cxown of rejoycings 

B- 2 to 
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to ſee all, Chriſts Lambs, Babes, and 
Children rowalk is chat truth which 
js according to godlinefie. Up and: 
be dcing, and the God of heaven be 
with you 3 There is nodelay muſt 
have place now. It is enough ( yea 
too much ) that ye have ſpent the 
time paſt af:cr the courſe of the 
wicked world God hath held his 
peace, .nd not unſheathed his ſword, 
and you have lived as if God were & 
favourer of ſia. Bur hath he nor 
now begun to ſtrike ? Hath he nor 
ter you ſee rhat there 7s no peace ty 
the wicked? if ye yet goon, ye kick 
againft the pricks. if ye come 1a 
with bleeding fouls : behold your 
bleſſed Saviour hanged on the croſs ; 
he bowed his head, as if he ment to 
kiſs you ; he ſtretched out his arms 
as if meant to imbrace you z 2nd his 
bleſſed fide was broached ; as if he 
meant that even you ſhould drink 
his blood , to pacifie your ſouls a- 
gainft conſcience of wrath, and his 
warer to purifie your bodies and 
ſouls from the dominion of all un- 
cleanneſſe, -Will you yer negl:& {6 
great ſalvation ? My foul ſhall weep 
for you in ſecrer. Yer that there ma 
not hea Cauſe, I hope that you wi 
read this that I preſent unto you, 
and ſo make a ſtand, I hope you 
will 
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will pray to God that the cauſe may 


have acccſſe unto your hearts, 2nd {o 
make an entrance into the good way. 
And I hope thar being entred, you 
will continue to rheend ; and then 
as Saint Paul of his Theſſalonians , ſay 
I of you ; Nowl live if ye ſtand faſt 
in the Lord. Evenl, who have been 
ofren grieved by you, and have cf- 
ren prayed for you with groans and 
ſighs, but now hope to be comforted 
in my bowels over you, upon your 
amendment 3 and eycr after ro con- 
tinue. 


Your PaſtouT rejoycing. 
in the converſion of 
ſuch finners, 


' Robert «Abba, 
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THE 


YOUNG MANS 
Warning-Piece,. 


OR, 


A Sermon preached at the burial 
oft WILLIAM ROGERS 
upon Prev. 4,19, 


Tie way of the wicked is as darkneſſs, 
they know not at what they flumble. 


7 E know my uſe. As Laban ſaid 
to 7acob in caſe of marriage , It 

muſt not be ſo done in our place : lo lay 
I; it is not my cuſtome on funeral 
occaſions, to wear out the time up- 
on the dead. Though I grudge not 
2a1-ids mournful Dirty at the death 
of Saul; nor Zeremies Lamentations 
over Jo uſalem , for the untimely 
death of Fef{ab 3, nor the ſhewing 
Dorcas her Coats, given to the poor 
Sainrs at her bwijal, ( for or dmarth, 


| thoſe that deſ-rue n9 praiſe themſelves, 


u- ue "_ none 19 others :) yet S.Ai- 
g45hne nach ſaid it, thar theſe lem: 
Sie are 1a'ber the comfort »f the U- 
virg 
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ving, than the help of the dead; and I 
have been willing to follow this rule, 
in ordinary caſes; yet now the caſe 
is alrered. I have ſomething to ſay 
to the perſon, before 1 ſp-ak ro the 
Texc. | am intreared, carncfſtly in- 
treated, by the miſerable young man 
who lies dead at our feer, to preach 
to all rhe young men of the Pariſh; 
eſpecially ro his wicked companions 
(as be called them) ſomething at his 
burial, ro warn them, by his exam- 
ple, to rake a better courſe, that they 
be not burned in Hell with him for ever 
and ever. 

This I cannot do, except [ firſt 
tell you his example. Hear (there- 
fore) that firſt, and God open your 


RF 


on him for ever : for we have nothing 
toſay to thar. What are we that we 


judgements are alwayes juſt, often 
ſecret: and to Him we leave him, 
with fear and trembling, though not 


and pleaſing remver,it beginning to 
grow proverbial, That the Devil never 


abuſed a better nature z And as he was 
obſerved 


eyes to fee the danger. I call him a This young 
miſerable young man,. not _in reſpe& man 15 cal-__ 
of the devouring judgement of God up- led wiſera- 


ſhould fit in Gods chair ? He did riſe Nor in re- 


and fall to his own Maſter , whoſe ſpc& of 
Gods judge- 
ment fnal. 


without fome hope. For as he was For from 
in his general courſe a man of a ſweet him are 


gaments of » 
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Obſerved (fo far as I know or have 
eard) never to ſwear or curſe , in all 
is life, till one curſe dropped from 

him in a diftempred fit the night be. 

fore he dyed * and alwayecs to Carry 
himſelf in words inoffenftvely to all; 
except only once to my (elf, and a+ 
nother who had ſtrugled with him 
from time to time, to pull him out of 
the ſnares of Satan; for which yet he 
was wounded in ſoul in his fickneſſe, 
and acked forgiveneſſe : So, for his 
worlt part, how freely did he con- 
feſs his fins ? how earneſt were his 
deſires, that be might live bat a year, 
or a moneth, that he might manifeſt 10 
the world the truth of bis heart, in his 
promiſes to God, for amendment of life ? 
How carctull was he to warn his 
companions, Or at leaſt, to wiſh that 
they were by him, that he might 
warn them, that they might nat 
be burned in the furnace of Hell, 
whither he ſaid he was going $; Theſe 
things ina him, give advantage in us, 
to ſome charitable hope, that it may 
be betrer with him in the iffae, than 

God would let us ſee. Though God 

would not let us ſee one drop 

peace to fail down upon him to his 
laſt gaſp, was it not rather to hiidle 
our preſumption, and tn make vs to 
run from the ſtinking dens of fin, 
than to ſettle our juJgements about 


©<OaomwmS<Stqyowoww 2 5 =no 
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final eſtate, which 15 far out of 
reach ? Though we eould not ſee 
at he apprebended Chrit, might h- 
t'be apprehended of Chriit Feſus 2 Phil.z.12. 


oogh we could not perceive tha 


be known of God? Therefore-have 
nothing to do with Gods finall 
Izement upon him ; it muſt be put 
er to the higheſt tribunal, ro de- 
are him miſerable before the God 
herven, 

Neither do I call miſerable 7n re- 
ef of his repute among? men, He was 
dyed of all that knew him, hated of 
DRE, and defired of all that ſtood in 
ceed of his skil or praiſe Ye know 

at he was an Apothecary and pra- 
tiſed both Chirurgery and Phyfick. 
low ſucceſieful he was, where he . 
ould ſhew care and diligence, you 
now t00. And as he had put himſelf 
o it tro pain ſome $kill by his 

dwn induſtry , and by 'conference 
nd complying with the learned in 
har Science, and wich all famous 
practitioners where he came: [0 was 
e mounred to the heighr of fame, 
oughr to far and nigh was he. The 
ober (ought unto him, becauſe of his 
ſweet temper ſeaſoned with ſacceſſe- 
ul ſkill. The logfe ſought ro him, boe 


cauſe of his prodigall and bibbing 
courſe. 


knew God (tro comfort) might he Gal.3.9. 


Mar.5.26, *. 


Col.4.14, 


Put 1n re- 


Own fec- 
ling, 


1 Per 3.15. 
This had 
a deep 
ground, 


ſpe of his 
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conrſe, The thrifty ſought unto hi 
becauſe of his gentle rates upon h 
care and cures. He would nor ſy 
them to ſpend all they had upon Phy 
Hans. And the covetous fought | 
him, becauſe if ſomething pleaſ: 
them nor, he would (for the 
pait) take nothing for what he dj 
He would cenfef?, that he couldt 
his pradtiſe get an hundred pound 
a year, & (pend an hundred pound 
a year; yer he ſold his own inher 
rance, and ſpent it; and did foex 
ceed in laviſhing, that he ſcarce left 
enough ro defray the charges of hi 
own burial. Some ſought to hit 
for one cauſe, ſome'for anather ; | 
that as one was culled for grace, ke 
might be fo called for place and pra 
Gifſe, Luke the beloved Phyſirian 
Therefore he was not miſerable in 
the eyes of men, 

Yet I call him amiſerable youre 
man- in reſpet of his own feeling and 
apprehenſion, To preſent this, | 
ſhall ſhew you rhe ground, and his 
opening of it. The ground of it ws 
thus laid; He had been religiouſh 
trained in his childhood. Few youths 
with me would have given a bette! 
reaſon of the hope that is in them, He 
had alſo lived ina ctvil way, till be 
began tO Iook out into the world for 
himſelf 
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ſelf. When he had ſome few 
nerhs been ſeaſoned with the flar- 
ies of his followers, -and ( alwaies 
ding a batchelours lifc ) being 
d to make. up ſome of his con- 
tions at an Ale-houſe fire ; the 
e of the High Prieſts Hall was not 
YTre baneful ro r ( ſave inthe 
ight of Peters Me. fin ) than 
is was to this poor Young mans 
ul. Firſt , delighcin vain company 
epr upon him, next drunkenneffe, 
Xt negle& of Prayer, Word and 
acraimenrs ; and laftly a ſctled ob- 
inacy in theſe finful and bewiching 
ourſes. I, willing to perform the 
laty of a ſhepheard, end friend , 
inely faſtened my eyes and heart 
pon it, I went to him, and warned 
Im apain and again. | rold him- 
hat fearfull work he made, in ſuffer- 
Ing the Wilde Boare to come in, to 
lay waſte his former Cenſcience. He 
wonld ſtill anſwer mildely, Indeed 1 
will do otherwiſe, 1 had fo ofren 
preiſed him to amendment with fo 
little ſucceſſe, that he grew weary of 
1, and me. Heutrerly avoided my 
Company : if 1 had come inat one 
donor, he would have gone our at a- 
norher, He hath many times profell- 
ed, that he could not abide to ſee me, 


#7 be in my company + nat becauſe he 
hated 
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bated me (for he would ds any thingy 
me with all his beart) but becauſe I 
told bim of bis bad life, and be 
not amend yet. 

In this ſtate he ſtood one, art 
years or more, Ar laſt as onech 
thed with the ſcales of a Leviatt 
he kicked again che pricks , 
contrary to all &MHonirions ( ag 
which cuſftome in fin had now arr 
him ) be wilfully forſ#k the Chu 
roge: her with Prayers, Word, Sat 
ments. Thus he continued about 
year and 3. quatters. In this i; 
( as I could flide into his comp 
or aS he fell into mine) I admonifhe 
him ſtill, wiſhed him to beware he 
the jof ſentence of God wen! nore 
agzinſt him , that be ſhould never ſe 
Geds face in the congregation more 
told him that he truſted his flatters 
and drunken companions more the 
me, who loved his ſoul : andye 
withall, that I would proceed again 
him by Articles and Preſentment 
which would end in excommunict- 
tion, which being Juſt and according 
to Chriſts rale, was a forerunner 
Gods ſhutting him our of Heaven, 
without his willing and hearty Re- 
pentance. He anſwered mildely till 
that he would come to the Church, 1t- 
cerve the Sacrament , «nd change hit 
courſe. 
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pc. He gave me day, and day, and 

I , and yer his place was empty. 

n ſome of the pr-miſed dayes of 
zearance, I fent ſecretly to his 

ſe, to call upon him to be as 

dd as his word : he would make 

e idle excuſe or othef, and fo 

| perſiſted. Art the length, the 

zrch Officers preſented him for 

negle& of the Charch, and Sa- 

ment, an whole year; Halla year 

er they preſented him again, for 

negle&t a year and a half. In this 

ze | ſtill cold him what was done, 

ich yer ( ſaid 1 ) ſhall ezfily be 

ten off with an admonirijon, if you 

11 penitently reform. He ſtill milde- 
promiſed amendment. Ar laſt, 

ited he was to anſwer 3 and he 

ew that I had perſonally appeared -- - +- — 
ainſt him to the Judge of the 
pnſiſtory then in being, for I told 

m fo, (as 1 remember ;) and that it 

puld not be ſo eaſe for him to ger 

t without me. Here-upon he was 

ore hearty (as | thought) ro come 

d the houſe of God again, and he ſet The Feaſt 
r utmoſt diy, and yet he failed. At of Chriſts 
y inftance , and ſearing the dread. P\=Þ> 1535- 
1] ſentence of excommunication , 

hich now ( afrer his many ſhifrs) 

as thundering out upon him, he 


eremptorily ſet another day, which was 
| rae 


KW. 6.4. 4x Oe 
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the Lords day ſeventh- night afrerz 
and a Communion Day. Then | 
reſolved tacome ta the Church, an 
penirently ro receive the Sacrament; 
to give ſatizfation to the Pariſh and 
Court , and in the mean time reſol- 
yedly to prepare himſelf. ( 
The Lords day before this, in the 
morning, when Cas he ſaid ) he ws 
ready to come to the Church, he wa 
taken fick ; and betook himſelf co his 
ted. lt was but asthe fic of an Ague, 
which being over , he was the next 
m oraing in his old courſe again. As 
bout the nziddle of the week after 
the meſſenger of death came, and( 
zheard of it. I forthwith addreſſed 
my ſelf ro him, came up into his 
chamber unawares, and ſaid , Oh, 
how often have you deceived God, haw. 
304 deceived God, your own ſoul, and 
me | what is now to be done 2 I feant 
you will dye, and then what will become 
of you 2 T expett your excommunicaton, | 
and then you will be cut off from tht 
Church of God by Juſtice, which you 
have cut your ſelf from by wantonneſſe. 
He anſwered , he had bur a ſurfeit of I}MW,, 
cold : andif I would be pleaſed but 
ro write to the Court, to ſuſpend the Wy; 
ſending forth of his excommunica- WW, 
tron Till the Court day following, he WW, 
would the next Lords dzy come to: Wl 
h the 
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Church , and receive the Sacra- 
nt, and then go up with our Cer- 
cate, and ſatisfie the Court. I did 
, and prevailed : bur his ſickneſs, 
t Thurſday, Friday, and Saturday 
eſted him without bail. It had 
nptied him of hope of life : and 
> hope cf life had filled him with 
ofghts of this preſent guilt, and 
ture judgement before that great ; 
dd who 1s a conſuming fire. Now And: next + 
erefore , you having the ground of his own 
e apprehenſion of his own miſary, *pprebenti- 
all ſee how he opened it, and made © FE 
known both to me and others. 
here was too great a fire within to 
de ſmothered: it burned 1n his own 4 
pul, and lightened from his heart 
nd lips, 1aro the ears and hearts, of 
noſe triends that were abouthim. ' — * © 
One while he cries our of his fins, Manifeſted 
have been a fearful drunkard,pow- oo nay 
Ing in one draught after another, till (,ecches, 
 Wone draught could not keep down ano- 
her ; and now I would be glad if [ 
ovld rake the icaſt of Gods Crea- \ 
tures which I have abuſed. I have 
neglefed my Patients, who have put 
their lives into my hands, and how ma- 
ny ſouls have T thus murthered 2 I have 
wilfully negle&ed Gods houſe, ſervice, 
and worſhip , and now though Thave 
purpoſed, God ſtrikes me thus , yrs 
the 
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the day of my promiſe comes 3 bei 
am unworthy to come among Gods 
ple agam. 
Another while he fals ro wiſh 
O that I might burn along time int 
fire, (pointing to the fire before bum, 
| I might not burn in Hell ! Oh 
| God would grant me to hve but 
year, or but e moneth, thatthe 
might ſeewith what an heart I ha 
promiſed ro God my amendmett 
Oh that God would try me a little / 
I am unworthy. | 
Another while-he plves his cans 
nions, praying that all may de 
ed by him to forſake their wick 
wayes , leſt they go to Hell as 
muſt do. He forgat not his ſery 
who was young. He calls him t 
him, tells him that he had been 
wicked Maſter to him ; bur be 
ned by me. You havea friend tha 
hath an Iron Fornace which þ 
bor, a long time $ but if you give yu 
felf to my fins , you ſball be burnedin 
the ſurnace of Hell, an botter furnde 
millions of millions of ages. There 
fore look to your ſelf,and be warnet 
by my (your Maſters | example,wht 
muſt be burned in Hell for ever. 
Laftly , all his cries againſt fi 
(to his feeling) would nor ſufficient 
ly fer forth his eftare, nor all bs 


wiſhed 


warning-Prece. 
ifhes, nor all his warning of others: 


bur he comes to a plain judgement, And 


nd condemnation, and [eaves wo- ? 
thing for after times, but execution: gle. 
ence again and again he doubles 
it; 1 have bad « littlepleaſure, and 
now I muſt go to the torments of Hell 
or ever. And having ſometimes (be- 
ing prefled by others) prayed to 
God that he would forgive his fins, 
and have mercy upon him;he would 
adde, but I know God will net doit, I 
muſt go to Hell for evermore, What- 
ſoeyer came berween whiles , this 
was the cloſe, I muſt bg burned in 
Hell, I muigo the furl of Hell, 
millions of millions of ages. | 


Thus he fearfully wearyed ont che 


moft part of Saturday, both day and 
night. Early on the Lords day (that 
day appointed) I went to him again. 
I found him deeply mndded in hore 
ror and perpflexity. I aked him 
then whether ſome great fin (not yet 
thought of ) did riot lye behind, to 
hinder the beams of Gods ſwcer 
grace from ſhining upon him ? And 
becauſe he was ſuſpeRed of whor- 
dom, and vfing cruel means for! 

covering of it, I layed it before him, 
and asked him in. the fight of God, 
and his own Conſcience now , whe- 
ther he were not guilty ? He con- 
X E ſtantly 
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ſtantly denyed it both to me, 1 
three godly friends before, ſeveral 
and therefore I heartily believe hi 
to be not. guilty : eſpecially he 
ſtantly profeffing ir when his Ce 
{ſcience was moſt ative and nimbk 
I then began again to offer unto hi 
the comforts cf the Goſpel. I ope 
ed to him the promiſes of the large 
ſize. I ſhewed him that God was i 
lighted to ſave ſouls, and nit to de 
them : and that his ſweet pr:miſes we 
with:at exception of time, place, perſt 
or fin , except that againſt the Ke 
Ghoſt, wlkich 1 aſſured him » Was It 

committed by him, © 

All this coald nor faſten (ſo far 

I ſaw) Icould hear nothing bur 1 
it 1s too late , 1 muſt be burned in Hel 

Yet then was he willing that I ſhou 

pray for him, (and therefore he w 

not without hope, ) and I did. |} 

which he was careful to go alc 

with me many times with fighs. / 

ter this he was ſomething quiets 

for atime, and 1 went to my Offi 

12 the Church , where I forgat! 

him, that God would reſpit him 

dayes of repentance , that he might} 

form the dayes of promiſe. 
When evening Sermon was do! 

1 went to him again : and when 
had ſecluded the company, I pr 
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im with tears ; not ro cafi away that 
oul for which Chriſt dyed . ſhewing 
im that Chriſt rejected none that 
Iid not rejet him. He anſwered , 
e had caſt off Chriſt, and therefore he 
maſt go to hell. Bur yet (ſaid I ) pray 
ich me that Chriſt would come a- 
p2in : there is yet an hour in the day ; 
and if Chrift (God and Man) comes, 
e can and will aflift you to do a 
preat deal of work in a little time, 
e would not hear of that; he tvrn- 
d away , and ſaid , hewas unfitto 
pray. He often complained that for- 
er counſels and Prayers might have 
dine him good, but now it was too late , 
3s if that fearfol ſayiog had ſtuck in 
is ſoul, Becauſe I have called, and ye Prov.1.24, 
efaſed, 1 have ſtretched out my hand, 25:26427- 
and no man regarded ; but hevefetat  __ __ 
nought all my counſel , and would none 
of, my reproof, I alſo will langh at your 
calamity, 1 will mock when your fear 
commeth, as deſolation, and deſiruttion, 
as a Whirle-wind.- © 
By this time he began to diſcover 
ſome idle diſtemper in kis brain, for 
want of ſleep : for this was now the 
fourth day and night ( as I remem- 
ber) that he had taken no reft. And 
had not his reaſon been ſo vigorous, 
and his diſcourſe ſo piercing , 1 
ſhould have thought want of ſleep 1 
C2 _ grear 


TY 


from Hell. The living God pf 
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great cauſe of the whole combayi®;: 
Bur when 1 confider his reaſon, 
courſe, and life , contrary to kno 
and Conſcien.e : doubtlefle what 
ever God hoth done with his 
(and we are bound to hope the be 
this example is a warningS-piccel 
out by the God of Heaven, to 
all Young men with us, and 
ſignifte that it is high time for 
to leave off their riorous courſes, | 
a worie thing come unto them. 
It is not bad enovgh to have the 
horrors and perplexities for fins 
puniſhments ? He was no ſweerer, 
whoremonger , ns thief , no ſcofſer 
Religion, no perjured wretch, no wi 
lyar , no proud and ſurly refiſler of 
counſel and reproof , like roo m 
other young men now a daies; 
when conſcience is awaked , andii 
as a Judge on him, Onely for drum 
n'ſe, negle# of mens bodies ; ne 
of Prayer , Word, and Sacrament , 
paſſech this heavy doom uponhi 
ſelf, Imuft be burned in the p vj 
Hell millions of millions of ages; 
at the laſt in Idleneffe of thouy 
and talk he ends his miſerable life 
This is your example which 
intreared me to lay before you , f 
ye may be warged by irtto keep 
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it as a powerfull example to you! 
Conſciences , that it may work that 
good which this miſerable young 
man wiſhed. And that it may the 
more prevail, ye ſhall haye a rule 
now, 4s well as an example, ſhewing 
the miſery and horror of a wicked 
life from this proverbe. 
The way of the wicked is as darneſſe, The Text 
they know not at what they ſlumble. P'ov _ 
Solommn had prefſed in many hs = 
words , (becauſe all words were got 
enough ) all Young men, in bir ſon, 
©o avoid the needlefſe and vain ſo- 
ciety of wicked men 3 Enter not znto Verſe 14. 
the path of the wicked, and go not into 
the way of evil men. Art thou allured ? 
Avide it. Is the way delightful ? verſe 1s. 
Paſſe not by it, Doth thy way laye 
that way ? Tarn from it. Art thon 
call'd in whicherſoever thou goeſt ? 
Paſſe away. This exhortation, being 
thus prefſed with words , is further 
urged by reaſons. Firft , from the 
yy" and ſtates of —_ zh 

ey ſleep not except they bave done 
miſchief themſelves , or made others gy 
to do it, for how can they fleep when : 
they eat the iron bred of wickedneſs, V*"'* '7: 
and the Sodom Wine of violence ? 
This breeds yo ſweer flegm to binde 
up the ſenſes. Secondly, he urgeth 
*' It from the courſe of wicked men, 
| C3 which 
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With the godly ; The path of the juf 
I as the ſhining light, that ſhineth mor, 


and more to the perfe# day. The de. 


{cent of grace is from heaven , as the 
light fhineth : the degrees of grace 
are not all attained unto at the fir, 
but more, and more: but the ue 
ſperity of grace, where it is nouriſhed 
by .a godly life, 15 not to go out to 
the perfe& day. Therefore it is 
excellent to be 11 ſociety with the 
godly. But for the courſe of wicked 
Verſe g. men. 
2 Divided. tx, It is 4s darkneſſe, there is the 
danger-of it. 
2. They know not at what they ſtum- 
ble, there is the figne of it. 
[a thiscourſe of wicked men there 
: 1poundcd are two propoſitions, which [ ſhall 
| labour to open, and apply unto you, 
epſ-1. Ficſt, That the way of the wicked is 
darkneſſe. | 
Thar ye may conceive this, I ſal 
open.ngzo you (thorow Gods help) 
four p2iats. | 
1, What is the. way of the wicked, 
. 2, How it 15 darkneſle ? 
a Sans 3, Rowit comes tohe fo; and, 
11 | 4, Whyitis darknefſe ? 
| | [., Toe way of the wicked is the 
rhe cou: (> of a wicked man,to death 


5 - na ted 


Which he ſets down comparatively! 


1d Heil, Daridfaith, The way of the | 


m < m3 2.8 


wo * . _—_— | — 


Warning- Piece, 27 


JF wicked ſha!l periſh : that 1s, his 


thoughts, words, deeds wherein he 
pleaſeth himſelf, till at laft he ſees 
and feels the empty vanity of them 
when the comfort of them leaves 
him, and he fals into Hell. 

2. This of the wicked is darkneſs; 2. 
by an abſence of that firft light which oy pe 
God gave to finleſs, and obedient Poms = 
man, Before man had ſinned . he :; Primitive. 
had the Tight of knowledge,the light 
of God, and the light of comfort. He 
could folly and fairly ſee what was 
fit for a creature,to keep him 1n per- 
petuil communion and fellowſhip 
with God. He had the beames of 
Gods grace in him and about him, 
keeping out the darknefle of fin. He 
had ſweer comfort in the enjoyment” 
of God, and himſelf, and in the heſt 
poſſeſſion & uſe of all the Creatures. 
But when he fell from the Principles 
of Life , the Lord and his Law , he 
quickly was over-whelmed with the 
darknefſe of ignorance, the darkneſs 
of ſin, and the darkneffe of miſery. 
O:r blefſed Saviour came to grve light ; te 11g. * 
to them that ſit in darkneſſe, and in the 
ſhadow of death, and 10 guide our feet 
into the way of peace : the light of 
knowledge, That they thet fee not, John 9.25. 
might ſee ; the light of grace , that 
they that fellow him , might nor John 8 12. 

C 4 walk 


42 


walk in darkneſſe, but have the ligh he 


of life : And the light of comfor; 
that he might give beauty for aſhes, 
the ol of joy for mourning ; and the 
garment f gladneſſe for the ſpirit 


heavineſſe. All wicked men that mi 


2 Tim 1-10. 
John 3.g. 


Eph.4-19- 


Rom-1+31- 


Epheſ.5.30- 


Efay 57-21- 
Mart.$.12. 
Plal.69. 


this, that are in hunting with Eſa, 
while- this bleſſing is given, follow- 
ing the luxurious courſes 'of the 
world in wickedneſs , while Chrift 
brings life and immortality to light by 
the Goſpel , to fall into darkneſſ, 
daikneſſe becauſe they loved darkneſt 
rather than light : therefore their c- 
gitations are darkned through igno- 
rance, their fooliſh hearts ore full of 
darkneſs: they look to the earth, 
and behold dai kneſſe and ſorrow : they 
fall to rhe daiknefs of horror (for 
there is nd peace to the wickgd, ſaith ny 
God) they. go down to the place of 
darkneſſe, and the horrible pit ſhots 
her mouth upon them. ' O woe unto 
them, they have rewarded evil unto 
their ſouls. ' | 

3- But bow doth the wicked mars 
way become to be darkneſs? As out- 
ward darkneſs doth grew upon mea 
three wayes , ſo dot" this. Firſt ne- 
turally, oy ſome defeRt in naturall 
generation. So there being a natn- 
rai defett now in mans propagation, 
through fin he brings forth blinde 


Whelps. | 


Parnng-Piece. 


7helps. Though more or lefſe, for 
aural excellency man be not born 
linde : yet for morel reFitude to im 
ove his underſtanding to the beſt 
dvantage for his happineſs in Gods 


ly, by too much gazing on the ex. 
elling ſenfibles of the world, or b 
oo much heat er cold, which chec 
xr chil che ſpirits. So when wicked 
n do too much gaze upon the de- 
citful glories and pleaſures of the 
world, when they are cold in Reli- 
pion of religious duties, and dohot- 
y parſue the pleaſing vanities of this 
life, they become clouded in the 
thick ſmoak of darkneſs. This blind- 
ed that rich fyol from ſecuring his 


— +. . 


de. he = 


fall into temptations,and ſnares, and 
into meny fooliſh and hurtfull luſts 
which drown men in perdition and de- 
frution. Thirdly, penalty, when it is 
mflited as puniſhment : as when 
Ze:dechias his eyes werepulled ont 
as 4 juft puniſhment upon his wic- 
ked life } ſo when God ſees the 
courſes of men to be foul and de- 
reſtable, contrary to the light of the 
word, & check cf Conſcience, which 
' he hath given them; then God juft- 


ly 


ay, be 1s darkneſs, Secondly, afin- Epheſ. 5.8. 


ſoul : and Zacheus before his conver- Luke 12. 
fion from' going the right_way. to Luke 19-2- 
heaven. For they that will be rich * 11969 
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Epheſ.6.10. 


1 John 2.1. 


4. 
Why the 
wWayes of 
the wicked 
are dark- 
neſle. 
Tenebre a 
tenends. 


Fx0d-10. 


their eyes. 
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ly bats their eyes, flops their ears, 
takes away the key of knowledge 
and ſo they are in darkneſſe , walk 
darkneſſe, and know not whither i| 
go, becauſe that darkneſſe hath bling 


(s 
J 


q 


Now if you would know why th 
wayes of the wicked are ſaid tol 
as darknefſe ? The grounds of th 
ſpeech may be ſuch as thele : Fir 
their fights are hindred from feeir 
the right way to Heaven. The 
prope at noon day, running head 
long in their own couries 8ll the | 
long day, and at what time the nig 
of death, or the ſun- ſer of ſicknelk 
comes, and th:y begin to recolle 
themſelves, ſaying, where am noy! 
Is this the way to Heaven ? The 
they ſee what they did not fee, 
the whirlwind and tempeſt take 
them, and they are carried whithe 
they would not Secondly , the 
foorſleps are troubled from golf 
about the works of God. As tt 
Egyptians choaked in their palpab 
-darknefle, ſaw not what they did 
or what to do : ſo when this darkne! 
15 come upon the wicked man, ot 
12.35. He that walketh in darkni| 
knoweth not whither he goeth. V4 
he goes and meets with a bloe 
there . he turns and mects "_ 
aſh:! 


Ns a>. * a 
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warnng=pece, 31 


ſh : an4 after a thouſand calls of 

od to do this, that, and the other 

ity of 'Repentance , faith and holi- y;,;2 and 

fle, he is ſo inwrapped in darkneſs, 1gen:do, nibil 

at many things are gone aboiit, and 4240, alier 
things are done : thoſe few that *3**4* 

e done, are not done as they 

ghr. 3. They are drawn on ts 3. 

ny 4 fall, even to the ruine of vvE , 4 

odies and ſouls. As men in dark- vu7/@x. 

effe (if they will be doing) ftumble Nox « 1- 

nd fall :' fo wjcked men in this eftate ©": 

vmble into 2 thouſand pitfals. Here 

hey fall into pride and niggardize, 

ere into pride and luxury , on this 

ind into covetouſneſs, on that hand 

nto prodigality ; here lyes the drun- 

ard , there the lyar 3 here lyes the 

worldly old man , there the regard- 

ef; young man, Lord, how do they | 

all in darknefſe, rill rhey are turned . _.. ... 

back into perpetual rebelfion', till they' 

fall and riſe no more ? Fonrthly, they 1©5-4:5. 

are ſmitten with fears and terrers, when 

they will give leiſure to Conſcience 

t© work. They are taken with fear piln 14. 

where n» ſear 3s, As men ma dark 

nipht heing awaiked by fearfu!] we- 

I ncholy, tight of tin, or lath of Con- 

ſcience, do think every buſh a 

Thiefe, every gale of winde, the 

moving of Saran , or the wapging of 

every leafe a ſur ir.ons ro the Devils 

3pyroach 
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approach : fo isit with wicked me 
in this darkneſs. Fifthly, thelr 


is taken from them, They are foal 
hardy and confident in the dat 
becauſe no eye ſees them. Ir 1s 
of the Aſſe, that being purſued by 
the Wolf, he puts his head into; 
buſh, that he may nor ſce into; 
buſh ; as if, becauſe he (ces not r 
Wolfe , therefore the Wolf ſees nn 
him. So is it with wicked men, tl 
pur their heads into a dark corne 
of ſin and ignorance , and then, ai 
he that pierced through the dark 
could not ſce, they go on withont 
Lament-1. fear, witz: or ſhame. They lay ther 
Elay 3-9- iniquities on their skirts, and declet 
their fins as Sodome , they hide then 
not 3 as if they hurted not them, no 
. would bring ſhame at the latrer end 
Applt- Thus have 1 planed the way in 
cation, opening this part of the Proverb :it 
1 John2.13. now 1 write unto you young men, that 
yon may overcome that evil one, 
Suffer therefore firſt a word of con- 
vichon , and next a word of exhort- 
tion. 
Fo Ye may be covinced hence of two 
ELce WIC hi 
ked.men are *"VWngs. : 
convinced 1+ Firſt, concerning a wicked 
oftheirmi- mans eſtate, that heis in a miſerable 
_ c caſe, whatſoever he thinks of hiw- 
_- felf, If chou werr ſhut upina datk 


priſon, 


— > os Rs 


warning-Piece. 


ifon, any where thou couldft not 

ve fellowſhip with light, wouldft 

thou not think thy ſelf ina wofull 

plight ? Much more art thon thus, 

-if rhou be in the darkneffe of igno- 

rance, fin and miſery. 

You will ſay, 1 ſee no ſuch mat- Object. 

ter. If Tamia miſery, I ſee it nor. Though 

It may be ſo, and yct your miſery is cy ice 
not the lefſe. As Chriſt ſaid, Becauſe ** / 

ye ſay ye ſee, therefore your ſin remain... 2 ®** 

eh : ſo ſay I, becauſe you ſee nor, 199" 54 
therefore your danger is the greater. 

Ifina deſperate diſeaſe a man ſay he 

is well, irs a certain figne death is 

coming on apace : ſo js it a figne 

that miſery lies at tke door (though 

you have thur it out awhile) becauſe 

ye fay ye ſee it nor. 

. Pot caſc it be fo (ay you ) yet 0bjeft. 
you feel no hurt by it for the pre- a, 1.4... 
ſent. Ye go on in fin, and thrive, they feel ir 
and are merry, and what evill can nor. 
come? Take heed; while a man is Sol. 
Jufty and ftrong, # man canendure 
hot and cold, night and day, and 
never ſhrink'; but when he is down 
by age, ficknefle, ſurfet, cr the like, 
then every blaſt pierceth through : 
ſo while you are in health and pro- 
ſperity, you are like a Church-War- 
dens Bill, which anſwereth «ll is well, 

= hen too moy things ore emiſſe _ 
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Op ect. 


Potertia eſt 
1ſpoſmto 


res ad atÞium,. 


Potentia 14 - 
tar alis Vi 
Principal ie 
TEjN. 


2, 
Potent: obe 
dientiahs, 
Ut PrenctpH 
exlerai. 


John 2, 


ARs 26.18. 
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when ſickneſs & death comes, dow. 
youſink with ſhame and horror, 
the fiſhes of F»rdan, which fall in 
the dead Sea, and are no more ali 
Yea, but you are not in this dati 
ſtate z you hear the Word andy 
deiftand it, and have a power t 
underſtand more * therefore ce 
tainly yon ſhall not be darknefle fr 
ever; for a power doth diſpoſe you y 
the af and exerciſe which ſhall follow, 
Be not deceived. For though ith: 
true of a natural power , which come 
Into at by the power of ſome in- 
ward principle,that if you have ſuch 
a power,it ſhall be brought into af}, 
more or lefſe, according to the pay- 
cr, as when Grapes have a power t0 
drop Wine, and Apples Cyder, and 
ſo-if as men, you have a power to 
reaſon, it is more or leſſe ſhewed by 
diſcourſe, either by inward concep- 
tions or outward expreftions : yet 
Is it not true of an obed7ential power, 
which, is drawn out by a power from 
without; as when the waters of E- 
£Þt are turned into blood , and the 
water at the. marriage of Cana was 
turned into. wine: and fo, though 
you have a natural power to, know 
(according to your meaſure) and fo 
tO he acquit of. humane darkneſs, yet 
amidſt your hearing and _—— 
neſſe 


poor finners ro do that, of which they ; 


—__ LT <= 


Wat ntng-pi eCce, 
p: You muſt be turned from dark- 
ſſe to light, and from the power of 

than to God, that you may receive for- 

veneſſe of finnes, and inheritance 4- 

yongit them that are ſanFified by faith 

Chrif. If therefore you would be 

reed from this darknefſe, you muſt 

Jepend upon God ( whom you can- 

ot command at pleaſure) to give 

he increaſe, and to acquit you from 

his miſery. | 2, 
Secondly, ye may be convinced Therefore 


nce, not to think it ſtrange to ſee think 1 no: 
range ro 


ethe wic- 
are afterwards aſhamed, The Adulter- ca 4 


er watcheth for his twilight ; the ſhimetul 
Drunkard ſeeketh his cloſe corners *hings5- 
to couzen his ſoul and purſue his 

fin : the Lyar defires his ſay-nothing : 

and all Luxuriants hunt out their 
coverts and thickets; and when they 

are rowzed by the Juſtice of God 


and man, they cannot indure the 


light, having ſuch evil deeds; for £; 
they are aſhamed and confounded. O*1. 
Do not wonder at all this, and much Though 
more in this kinde ; becauſe what *3*3,60 . 


they wroaghr, was done in darkneſſe, 1,;kneſs 


and now it is breught to light. not the 
Bur why ſhould I think darkneffe cauſe of 
their ſhame 


to be the cauſe of their ſhame, ſeemg , © 
many of them haye a great deal of .., 1.0, 


knowledge ? Iris true in ruth, To much. 
0 


_ 


AY 114- 

LO Ya- 
pint calum, 
& cum dv- 
Efrinis tra 
dim 114 1- 
mum. 


Eſay 66.2. 


2. 
Therefore 
be exhorted 
to avoid the 
wayes of 
wicked men 


Apoc.16.15. 
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godly men may gain 4 great meaſur 
of knowing knowledge : Judy 
preached for Chrift 3 and Julian writ 
for him, yea, unlearned nien , whole 
care i5 to feel divinity beating in the 
pulſe of their hearts and lives, #bore 

the flowing of it in their brains, m 
take Heaven by violence , while the 
more learned ( carefull to know and 
careleſs tro do ) may be thruſt into 
hell. But let chem gain what knoy- 
ledge they czn ,; the underſtanding 
fingly taken is not that which God 
moft delighteth in, to keep then 
from ſhame by it, but be dwells i: 
contrite and broken heart , to keep 
them from the power of fin, and kot- 

ror of ſhame. | 6 
2. Be now exhorted-to avoid the 
waies of wicked men, which will 
bring you .to ſuch fins as darkneſſe 
breeds, and darknefſe feeds. Ye 
ſhall one day find that this darknefſe 
breeds careleſnefſe ; finful delig 

fear, and doubting, In dark 
men are careleſs of rheir goings and 
doings. : So, while ye are in the 
wicked way, ye are carelefſe of your 
duties to God and'man ; and yere- 
gard not though ye walk naked ( with- 
out the garments of faith in Chrift, 
and the obedience of faith) and your 
ſhame les open. In darknefſe fnfil 
delight 
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 Warning-Pece, 
delights are moſt welcome : when 
drundards were moſt modeft , and 
aſhamed of the noon-day, the A- 
poſile ſaith, they that are drunk are 
drunk, in the night : And Job faith, 
that the Adulterer hunteth for the 
twilight, and flattereth himſelf, thac 
God cannot pierce thorow the dark 
cloud. So, while ye are in this black 
way , ye freely drink of this cup of 
the pleaſures of fin, even to the 
dregs. In darknefſe , they eſpecially 
that are apprehenſive are full of fears, 
whether they ſhall receive hurt, full 
of doubting whether they are, and do, 
right or wrong. So while ye are in 
this pitchy way, in the midſt of 
l.vghrer your heart is heavy : ye 
ſometimes fear the hurt ye may 


3/7 


1 Thel, 5. 


ſuffer ; what if 1 be fick? whatifTE - 


dye ? what if divine Juſtice ſeaze up- 
on me ? what ſhall become of me 
then 2 Ye ſometimes doubt whe- 
ther that be the way to Heaven or 
Hell , wherein ye walk, Ifir be the 
way to Heaven , which of the Saints 
of God have: gone before me in ic 
thither ? If the way to Hell , why do 
I walk in it ſtill ? Beſides , ye ſhall 
one day find that this darkneſs feeds 
and noriſheth ſin. For as men m 
darkneſſe , being ſet upona courſe, 


will be reſolute to do it flill : So 


D while 


_— a af 
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Luke 19.41, 
42. 


thongh you 
think 1t 
will do yon 
I:ttle or no 
hurt. 


Ex0d.10.24. 
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while ye are in this way, ye will +} 


farted in obſtinacy again God , and 
in reſolution ro do what ye lift, 
This Chritt lamented in Jeruſalen, 


Oh if theu hadſt known inthis thy dg. 


the things that belong to thy peace | bt 
mw they are hid from thine eyes. Thiz 
you may alſo lament in your ſelves 
(if you conld) with tears of blood. 
Perhaps you may think thar all thi 
will de you lictle hurt. But God 
open your «yes in time that you maj 
ſce ro your amendment , that it wil 
bring you to the darkneffe of Hell 
where ye ſhall finde horrbr without 
the leaſt comforr, & rorment without 
the leaſt caſe. None of the plagues 
cf Egypt were fo affliftive to Phe 
r0ah, as darkneſſe was. This exrorted 
from him this ſpeech, which was not 
heard before, Go you and your children 
and ſerve the Lord. How much more 
will ye be prefſed with the darkneſ 


of Hell, which is the proper place | 
of torment ! This makes theſe poot 


dark creatures, before they come 
there, tocry out , I ſhall be burned 
in Hell for ever and ever, what ſhall 
I do, what ſhall I do? 

If therefore there be any feardl 
God before your eyes, if any bow- 
els of compaſſion to your miſerabk 
body, and ſouls, ayoid theſe hellih 

wal: 
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Warn ng-Pi ece, 


waies of wicked: men while ye are 
young : Suppoſe that Jeſus Chriſt, 
& Satan, ſtood before God to plead 
for you. Chriſt could ſay, Behold 
bleſſed Father , I have taken their 
nature npon me, I have done, and 


with a full ſatisfaction, and have of- 
fered to them this great grace to 
hear my Goſpel, and believe it : 
yea, I have been affiſtant torhe mi- 
niſtery of the Church to convince 
them of their wicked courſes, to 
move them to come to me, to aſ- 
ſure them, that I and mine are all 
mw W theirs, if they repent and believe the 
6 Goſpel, yet have they not honou- 
hs W red me by faith and love. But Sa- 


ax >—2 SSR, ya cz 


ed WY than pleads, Behold, thou great God | 


zot MW of Heaven and Earth, I never took. 
zen their nature upon me, Yet they love 
ore | me & my coufſes better then them- 
fe W ſelves. I never did any thing for 
ace © their good, but for their ſaare and 
oor © raine, yer they cleave to me and my 
me i works of darkneſſe, my pleaſures , 
ned MB deceitful pleaſures of fin for a ſea- 
lf ſen, more than to thee and thy 

Word. I never dicd for them, yer 
rol | they live and die in my cauſe and 
w- B quarrel , drinking , dicing , drab- 


ble Y bing, night and day : revelling with 


liſh | thy good creatures, reviling of thy 
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died for them, I have preſented thee 
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vertuous ſervants, and reſolving ſtill 
to dO as they have done. I never of- 
tered them grace, but fin, and they 
have refitted and ſpurned at that, 
and accepred this with greedinefle, 
All this and more, may truly be ſaid 
by that Lien of the Tribe of Judah, 
and that roaring Lion that ſeeketh 
whom he may devour. Set your 
ſelves to preſent ſuch a plea to your 
ſouls, and think whether the Den 
hath not powerful reaſons to move 
that God, who is a conſuming fire, 
to deliver you up to his hands, '0 
long as you are in darknefſe. What 
an Hell will this be to you before 
you come to Hell, it you repent not) 
and forſake nor your fins? Will ye 
not think.of to day, wihile it is cal- 
led to day ? Will ye ſtill go on in 
the wayes of (in, though ye exnnot 
; Proſper ? God forbid, the ſafery of 
your ſouls forbids it; your Covenant 
of the Goſpel forbids irs and all the | 
mercies wherewith the Lord hath 
renewed you from your youth vp hi- 
therto. 

Ye may think your ſelves fafc 
enough, and that all your dark and 
riotous Courſes ſhall end in a ſun- 
ſhine of glory and happinefle: but 
(alas) in your way there lye many 
Tings at which ye may ſtumble, = 


warning-Pece, 4L 


ſo tumble into the pit of hell un- 
awares , which is the next confider- 
able propoſition in this Proverb, to 
wit; 

That wicked men know nit at what Propeſ. 
they ſtumble. 

Do ye deſire to gain to your ſouls 
from this ? 

Then weigh with me theſe three 
particulars : 

Firſt, what it is to ſtumble ? 

Secondly, whereat they ſtumble ? 
and, 

Thirdly , That they do ſtumble, 
becauſe they know not at what. 

To ſtumble is to take an argament What it iz 
of offence at ſomething, ro make to ſtumble. 
them fall ſtill inco the waies of 
wickedneſſe. As when the Jewes 
took theſe arguments againſt Chriſt 
to conclude againſt faith in him, He 
is a man gluttonous, 4 wine bibber, a 
friend of Publicans and finners ; We Matth. 11, 
ſay well that thou art a Samaritan and 19- 


haſt « Devil, And when the Few 1018-48. 


took theſe arguments againſt Stephen, 
We have heard him ſpeak blaſphemous 
words againſt Moſes , againſt God , 
againſt this holy place , and the Law, 
And when the Corinth:ans raiſed this 
foundation againſt Paxl , This fellow 
perſwadeth men to worſhip God contrary = aye 
to the Law ; and Tertullus in a flanting 5" 
D; ſpeech 
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;peech before Felix , we have found 
bis man a very peſtilence, a mover of 
Jedition among all the Jews in all the 
world. Theſe are arguments of of. 
fence to make them that do receive \ 
chem til] ro fall into fin, new fins, 
old fins, all fins. 

2. But whereat ordinarily do wicked 
men ſtamble ? Ordinarily at frx ſors 
of things, when they would flatter 
themſelves in their waies of darkneſs. 
Eicher, ignorance 35 or preſumption; 
or, deſpaire ; or the world ; or ſcandal, 
or, the peaceable end of ſinners, and 
the contrary of thoſe that have lived 
more ſiri ly, 

1, They ftumble at ignorance on 
both hands. Sometimes they ſtom- 
ble at the ignorance of fin, andfo 
they fall ro fin, and care nor, fear not. 
When fab knew not fin, his ſweet 
niture ſtumbled wich the times : but 
when he heard the Law of God read, 
he rent his clothes and meired to the 
very heart. When Saul lived a Pha- 
riſfee , the death of Stephen was n0- 
thing, 1t copld be ſwallowed vp vp- 
on 2 full ftomack : bnr when the Lay 
came and ſhewed him whar fin was, 
when he ſaw fin revive, to prick, 
wound and kill , then he mourned 
under his captiviry. Somerimes they 
ſtumble at the ignorance of Repen- 

cance? 


Warntng- Prece. 


tance + They are like Nicodemur , 


who cannot hear of a new life, but he 
dreams of entring his mothers wombe 
again ; and like Peters hearers , who 
when they finned knew not what 
they did; and when rchey were prick- 
ed at the heart for ſm , knew nt 
what to do, Men and brethren, what 
ſhall we d» to be ſaved ? 

2. They ſtumble at preſumption, 
that God will ar any rime accept of 
them upon any tearms : Therefore, 
at what time ſoever, ſaith one : God 
deſireth not the death of a finner, ſaich 
another : Chriſt ſaith, Come unto me, 
faith a third : God wils that all men 
ſbould be ſaved, ſaith a fourth : Every 
preſumptyoas wretch” layeth ſome 
ſuce foundation (which might bee 


\ found and ſweet to a true penitent) 


which yet will not ſerve his turn 
when he is to try the ſtrength of ir, 
no more then Sampſons green Cords 
could binde him, or a Rope of Sand 
can pull down an impregnable 
Caſtle. | 
3. They ſtumble at deſparr, and 
at that on both ſides roo. Some- 
times they deſpair of their owne 
ſtrength. Alas all the wayes of ver- 
tue, grace, and glory are roo hard 
forme. I muſt lie down in ſhame, 


confufion, and ſorrow, but not move 
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John 6.65," a foot to heaven, When Criſt 
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preached that no man cold come ty 
him, except it were given him of bis 
Father ; many of his Diſciples wen 
back, and walked no more with him: 
in ſo much as Chriſt complained to 
the twelve, Will ye alſo forſake me? 
If Chriſt be ſuch a manner of perſon, 
that acceſs to him 1s ſo hard,ſo much 
above our power, that we muſt be 
beholding to a Father whom weare 
not acquainted with, then farewel 
Chriit, welcome world who art more 
familiar. Sometimes again they de- 
ſpair of Gods ftrength and mercy for 
them, Chriſt cannot ſave them, God 
will not fave them. Let ſtrength 
and mercy be whar it will on high,ir 
is too high for them. What is that 
ro me? lam the worſt of unworthy 
ſinners. This caſt out Cain, hanged 
Zudas, damned both, and any ether 
that delight in ſuch a downfal. 

4. They ſtumble at the worldof 
honour, pleaſure, profir. The ſtony 
hearers ſtumbled at the eare- cloth, 
the thorns of cares for worldly pelf. 
The unworty Gueſts ſtumbled at che 
new bought purchaſes of Farms and 
Oxen; and ſo much, as at the new 
matried Wife, 1 cannot com?. The 
rich wordling at the new Barns, and 
ſtore for many dayes. His ſou] &id 

10 


nd 


"FF wwp vv TY CTY a” MR 97” TY cn 1D DD co” & oQs GS os 


— wr 


* 


warn 179- Prece, 


o alwayes live in them, that he 
hought he ſhould alwayes live with 
hem, Thus they ſtumbled and fel]. 
The: huge block of the world was too 
great for them to leap over into hea- 
ven, and therefore down they fall, 
and break their necks into the waies 
of (in. 


5s, They ſtumble av ſcandal, and at At ſcandal. 


that they trip dangerouſly on both 


hands. Semetimes they are loath peing loath 


+5 


to offend their wicked companions ; tooffend 


what? ſhall I forſake them, ſcan- 
dalize them, go without * them, 
(though) ina hetter way, make them 
that are my friends my foes, to neg- 
let and ſcoffe at me ? This made 


Nicodemus come - to: Chriſt by-nighr.-Fohbs 31-- —- 


This made many of the chief Rulers 
believe in him , but they confeſſed him 


mot, left they ſhould be put out of the John 12.424 


their WiIC- 
ked com- 
panions- 


Synagogue : for they loved the praiſe +3: 


of men more than the praiſe of God. 


Sometimes again they take oftence And being 


19 ay to be offended at 
the lives of thoſe that ſeem to be rag" 23s” 


profeſjou rs. 


more gedly than themſelves,and are fo 
(atleaſt) by profeſſion. Indeed, thefe 
ſhould be very careful to adorn the 
doGrine of our Lord Jeſus Chrifl : 
and therefore many excellent ex- 
hortations are ſpent upon them, in 
the moſt ſure Werd of God. Some- 
"ines are called upon to behave them- 

ſetves 
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1 Theſ. 4.12. 
1 Cor.10.32, 


Which they 
eaſily eſpy 
though tlic 
are 11 dark- 
reſle, 


James r. 
From 2 
light not 
from with- 
out bur 
from wuh- 
In. 


James 3. 


Ar the 
pea ceable 
evd of (in- 
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ſelves wiſely to them that are without; 
Sometimes to walk honeſtly towark 
them that are without ; Sometimes, to 
give no offence neither to Few, Grectas 
nor Church of God ; yet are they net 
ſo careful in the works of holineſle, 
rightcovſneſſe, and ſobriety, as they 
oughr. This is ſoon eſpicd by wicked 
men, and fo made an argument to 
ſtomble at. | 
You will ſay, they are in dak 
neſſe, how can they (pie ſuch a hok 
in the coat of him that is better chan 
chemſelves ? le rell you : when 
men fee a thing that may further 
them in the way to Heaven , they do 
receive it inward by the meanes « 
the Spirit, and the ſweet beames 
of prece which ſhine about them; 
For every good gift comes from the 
Father of lights : bur when they fee 
any thing that helps them onwa'd 
to Hell, they have a power of ſeeing 
from within, As a Cat ſees in a dark 
night by fyring the aire to her ſelf, 
and for her own uſes : ſo wicked men 
being ſet on fire of Hell, can in the! 
darkeſt ſtate eaſily kindle a light for 
their own uſes to finde fodder for 
their ſouls in their way to Hel. ward. 
They flumble, Laſtly, at the peact- 
able end of finners. Truly they died 
ike Lambs , There are no _—_ 70 
ten 
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heir death : juſt like the good Thief 
pon the Croſſe, which with quiet 
nd ſweet reaches afrer grace and 
lory, breathed out his ſoul to God, 
otwithſtanding all the wickedneſſe 
f his fore-paſt life : whereas many us we the 
ff thoſe who hare lived better, have _— 
lied with lictle reſt, and no com- the godly. 
ort, Hence they ſtumble thick and 
hreefold, and make no queſtion to 
Jie no worſe then they though they 
do as bad® 

Thus they ftumble and ſtumble ; h 4 lt 
and the cauſe or the ſigne of all, is bo hes x 
this in the Proverb, They know mnt know not 
at what they ſtumble. As for finy they at what 
do not know who they themſelves. , 
are that ſin. They are the Creatures ,,,. "- | 
of God who hath bleſſed them a they are 


thouſand wayes, and therefore the # that fin. ** 


ſhould live to the honour of him, 
and not as if the Devil had made 2. 
them. They do no: know whom Whom 
they fin againft, It is againſt an in- *) => 
finite God, who is an infinite good, > 
and therefore the leaſt guilt will not 
lo eaſily be taken off as they dream. 
Can much Nirer and much Sope do 
it? Can thouſands of Rams, and ten Micah.s. 
thouſand Rivers of- Oyl ? Sin againſt 
a private man, and it is a treſpaſs or 
batrery 3 fm apainſt_ a King, it is ſe- 
dition or trezsſon ; bur fin agrinft 

Ged, 
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3. 
What fin 


will work. 


They know 


nor. 
I 


The neceſ- 
fity of rc- 
pentance, 


Luke 13. 


2. 
Nor the 


work of it. 


The Young Mans 


God, and no name can cleanſe j 
but the bleod of the Lamb,which brin 
to us t he righteouſneſs of God , whi 
is of infinite worth, 

They do not know what fin wil 
work. Ir is the wilde Bore ofthe 
Wood that layes waſte the Vinet 
our ſouls: it wounded the Conſq 
ence, defaceth the Image of God, 


and writes upon us Satans | e 
and ſuperſcription : it brings fea,\h 
pit, and ſnare upon the ifhabitan il ; 
of the earch, and at the laſt thera c 
yeance of eterinabfire. All this df þ 
much more, abour fin, theſe poor x 


wrerches do not know, and hence 
they ſtumble upon ſn, and ruine, 

As for Repentance,they know na. 1 
ther the neceftity, work, or word il | 
of it, | | 

Do they preſent this to their ſouls, IF 
that except they repent they ſhall perifb! 
Yes that they do, and therefore they 
will repent hereafter, Yea, but ate 
they not deceived in the work of 
It? 

Do they not think ir to bethe 
work of an hour, when the whole 
life of a man were but enough fors 
to walk in that way? Do they not 
think it to be nothing but a con 
ion for fin, a ſorrow for fin, andi 
crying God mercy ? Do they _ 

\ f k 


Wwarnt ng-Prece, 


hat it implyes ſorrw for fin ſeen, pur” 
ſe to forſake ſin ſorrowed for , and t® 
eturn unto God ? Or . know they that 
t is accompanied (if it be ſaving) 
ith an holy courſe in godlinefſe 
and righteouſneffe £ No ſuch mat- 
er. It is ſoſlenderly looked after : 


they have none <lſe to wear when 
they have not a day to live, and an 


repent, what ever comeof it. Thus 
theſe miſerable wretches, when they 
have built a Caſtle of their own Re- 
pentance , not Gods, do ſtumble ac 
they know not what. 


Gods wrath. They think him to be_gags wah. 


hour to ſpend in ſin, then they will 


49 


and ſo poorly prized by them, that Nor the 
they rake ic up as old ſhoves, when worth of it. 


Now, for preſumption (wo is them) 4. 


Ki. whatſoever they dream of Mountains Do_—_ 
0 of mercy , They know not the pawer of ponWengP 


us, F made up of nothing but mercy , and Pſal.91. 


6: that he ſhould do them wrong, if 
ie) i they ſhould not have ir: They ſee 
ve 8 the light of his countenance fo long 
of W in their health and profperity , that 
they preſume he cannot bend his 


he W brows , and turn his back in after ' - 

le WF dayes. Do they remember that af- —_ of 

Ui ter God had made the world , his this juſtice. 
of! W firſt a& was an a& of Juſtice upon 

'- i lapſed Angels, who though they 

, were in Heaven , were caſt downino , 


hell, 
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hell, and delivered into the chains 
darkeneſs, to be reſerved unto judps 
ment 2 Have they forgotten that hz 
next werk was a work of juſtice upe 
Adam in Paradiſe ; and the third tha 
we read, of a work of juitice upa 
Ca'n for committing murther by 
once ? Have they not read that God 
drowned the firſt world, fuſt for 
imaginations ? Or that he burned 
with fire and brimſtone Sodom and 
her wicked fiſters, for pride, fulnefie 
of bread , abundance of idlendk, 
which hatched plenty cf Juft ? 1; 
the Juſtice of God upon the world 
clean _gone out of minde, when his I *! 
Church was in a Corner, and but1 il P 

Þ 


little flock ? Or will they nor ſee 
the juſtice of God upon Chriſt, 0 
ſurety, in the fimilitude of ſinful fleſb; il © 
that he did nor eſcape it, being mail Il * 
ſen for us, (thar is, by being a ſacrifice 
for fin) that we might be the rightea- 
neſſe of God in him ? They have fot: 
gotten allprinrs of Juſtice, that they 
may put far from them the evil day, 
fin without fear. Bur that God that 
is a Gcd of mercy, for the veſſels 
mercy, is for thoſe who by willful fin 
make themſelves the veffels of wrath) 
4 conſuming fire $ yea, and when his 
hand takes hold of jadgement, he 
will make bis ſword drunk with = 

0 
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hen ſhall they know what now they 
illiagly know not » that he that bleſ- 


have peace though 1 wa'k in the imagi- 19,10 
xation of my heart, to add drunkenneſſe 

0 thirſt , the Lord will mt be merciful 

nto him. 

Do they ſtumble at deſpair of therr «4. 
own ſtrength ? 1t is at they know not They know 
what ſtill. For do they not ſhew cdqens 
will they nor try what they can do becauie 
in vertue ? Hath not Chrift promi- they try 
ſed his affiſtance in the Word of |: Te 
God, and Sacraments * Why will convert 
they neglect Chriſts hand, which is 25. 
put under to help? Why will they T!t-3-5- 
not be firong in the Lord, and in the I 
power of his -might, that they may be "”u 
able to do all things through him that 
belpeth them ? nu EEE bo <4; bo 

Will they more impotently ſftum- 
ble at the deſpair of Gods meycy? Sure- * "ey 9 
ly they ſtumble at they know nor ,;,. ae 
what. For God 1s good unto WiC gf Gods 
ked men, much more to thoſe that mercy. 
troly repent. Doth not his Sun and - peccamti- 
rain blefſe obdurate finners ? much on Ke roar? 
more hath he the bleffing of peace wo pe 
for thoſe that tremble at his word, and Eſay 66. 
are Weary and heavy laden with their _— 
fins, For will they forget how wil- ” 
lingly God reafoneth with the re- x1. 

bellious 
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etþ himſelf in h1s heart, ſaying , 1 ſhall ,,. . . BE 


great ftrength in fin? Why then qo in good 
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Eſay 22.21. 
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Acts 2, 


They know 
nor how 
weak all the 
world 1s1f 
1t were on 
their fide. 

1 Cor.7. 
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bellious Jews, and promiſeth the 
ypon repentance he will make the 
twice dipt ſcarlet ſins as white as wall! 
Or do they not regard that God te 
them that mercy pleaſeth him Ifhe 
come ina work of juſtice , he ſbavy 
with a Raſor that is hired (as if he hal 
no inſtrumenrc cf his own to execute 
wrath: ) bur if he comes in a wort 
of mercy, it is his own work, hi 
proper work. But they ſorget this 
as if Chriſts blood did not triumph 
over all the finnes of penitents, evel 
to the bathing of them that turnt) 
him , who ſhed it by murther ts 
they forgot and fo do ſtumble xt 
headlong deſpair. 

Do they ftumble at the world? 
Alas, they know not at. what. What 
iS all the world if we could graſpeit 
into an handful ? It flatrerethwhile 
ic \mileth, and the glery of it paſſeth 
away. 'Have we the confluenceof 
the worlds goods ? They cannot 
keep off a thouſand miſeries 3 Gowty, 
Contumprion, Fevers, Stone, Strat- 
gury,, death are the portions of thi 
worlds wantons. And when that 
goes from us, or we from that, it 
gives a bitter farewell to the lovers 
of it, Though a man live many dajts 
yet let him remember the days of dark 
neſs, which will come firſt or aſl,o 
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then farewel profit and plexſure, fare- 
wel honor : the white tick muſt be 


broken, worldly comforts muſt van- 

iſh, and it ye have not buile your 

neſt in the Rock Chriſt, the wind will Eſlay 41.6. 

take you , the, world will ſpew you 

out, and whicher then? 
Do they ftumble ar the offence of 

their companions ? It is at they know "© 

not what till.” Call for them all j;1.'.;. 

whom you are loth now to offend in companions 

pleafing Ged, and what ean they can dofor 

do? As the winter brooks they wo them. 

away, faith Job. Are they touched 

for fin 2 They will be glad to be rid Palm us. 

of them : away from me ye wicked, I 

will keep the Commandements of my 

Gods Doth the wrath of God come ? 

They can ſay, alas my brother, alas James 1. 

his glory; but as the wrath of man 

cannot accompliſh the righteruſneſſe of 

God; ſo nor. the power of man can 5, 

ſtand ( wich comfort) againſt the 

wrath of God. Doth poverty come 4s prov.c. 

an armed man ? A wordly friend 

will help once, a godly friend will 

help twice, bur daily to hang upoa 

the pockers, and purſe ſtrings of 0- 

others, is like a curſt wife, a continual 

dropping ; away with ſuch a like fel- 

low from off the earth, the land is 

not able to bear ſuch a loathſome 


eneſt, Doth death come with his 
| 2 E Iron 
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They knoy 


a © ape + 


a . ... 


_ = - — —— 
- JIIAS -_, SY — —_ ———— _ —ER 
> —— - 


V9 OC oe ——_— _— 5, oo wet — ——_— 


= not tr gs Ly Ads i 


md 


[ 
| 
| 


oy 
"= £ _—— 


T 1:4 - "P w* 


- 
_— 4 ran 


The Young Mais 


Iron Law, Tou muff go and make yi 

bed in darkneſſe , where they mul! 
ſay to corruption, thou art my nv. 
ther; to the Worm. thou art oi 
brother and fiſter £ Whete are then 
companions now ? One ſtands by 
and weeps, bur cannot help: an6- 
ther would come ;*' butt © fears the W* 
fl:ſhes of reproof ſor $odleffe cout! WP" 
fes : burlet them all come, can they il * 
deliver their bodies from the grave, * 
and their ſouls from the hand of bell? 
The redemption of a ſoul colt more then 
f: they muſt Jer that aſone for &! 
ver. Whar matters it then ro offend 
ſuch, ſo they may pleaſe God ? 

8. Do they now ſtamble ar the lajſe7 
They know ang fals of thofe that ſeem better thei 
__ themſelves? 1s it nor ſtill at they 
Chriſtians know nor what ? If a Chriſtian im 
is becauſe it is nor becauſe he is a Cheiſtian,but 
theyare. hecanfe he is a Chriſtian no mote: 

a, ante it isnot the profeſſion, burthe per 
——_ fon that is in all the fault. He thats 
7 a good Chriſtian fhould anfwer hke 
that blefſed Martyr, who when he 

was asked what was his name? Ie 
anſwered, Chriflian ; what was his 

Countrey , he anſwered Chriſti; 

what were his hopes; thoughts, 

'words, and deeds ? He ' anfwertd, 
Chrifien. He was a Chriſtian all & 

ver : and if it be otherwiſe, Chriſti- 

anity 


Wand cuſtome in fin rakes away the 
ſenſe of ſinning; and ſo like Nabat, 
| E 2 thetr 
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Warntng-Piece, 
niry muſt not be blamed, but fin 
n him, and Sathan our of him, that 
>Ut on that fair hood to cover their 
leformitcy. Beſides, ſin ſhall con- 
lern them, not juftlfic the wicked 
umbler. They ſhall go co Hell for 
hat without repentance : the wic- 
ed ſhall nor go ro Heaven for be.. 
ng worſe, becauſe they are bad. 

And what do they ftumble at now ? 


s ſtill ic they know not what. For 29: thata 
t is not eveptrue that wicked men | qr 5g 
de ſuch a calm when death ap- yes 
yroachech: ſometimes Hell fire flaſh- peaceable. 
th upon them then : ſometimes 

iey miſerably'cry our, I am dam- yu when 
ed, I am damed, I muſt to Hell : and n,,;;..,. 


it is true, God, Satan, and mis pecca- 


uſtly ſeals them up to' hardnefſe of #9 7#41c1m 
Det. 

laugh at the Spear. Satan co- comfort. 

their fins, and locks'in cheir 

oughrs to dream of golden Monn- 

ains, He labours to make their life 

and death ro be an heaven here, 

thar he may the more ſerve their c/4e:d 

tarn, bur he more cunnitgly brings peccared: 

them to Hell hereaFcer. Themſelves #9 ſen/717- 


have accuſtomed themſelves to fin, (ama 


9, 
Is it at the peaceable end of finners ? It They know 


hemſelves have a hand in it, God 1m vdara-- 


art, and then like the LeviathanyJ; g;.14, ro - 
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/nlyerthe 


unquiet end 


The Young Mans 


their heart dies like a ſtone. And put 
caſc. that Gods good people be dil- 
quicted when death appeareth; they 
draw near to Gcd, and ſee them- 
ſelves abominable as Eſau.” They 
have a circumc ſed heart, and fo are 


of the godly render at the leaſt touch , which 


may. 


A p pi C, 
Therefore 
let this 
ptoverb 
fink into 
your hearts. 
Deurt. 32.2. 


Satan perceiving, he-drives it home 
with all his rage, and ſkill, ro ſlan- 
der his godly ccwſe, becauſe hy 
time 1+ but ſhore. 

Thus now ye hzve the whole Pro- 
verb, which ſers forth arule to your 
miſerable example, to ſhew th 
miſerable eftate of thoſe that are, 
and walk, and ſtand, and fit, inthe 
dark wayes of fin and wickednelk, 

Whar ſhall I fay to you Young 
men ? O that I could ſpe:k tro you! 
hearts ſo powerfully that ye maybe 
rowzed from lying under the domi- 
.Hion bf fin any longer ! Oh that 
Do#rine might drop as the rain, and 
my ſpeech might diſtil as the dew, @ 
the ſmall rain upon the tender berb, a 
as the ſhowers upon the graſſe ' Ve 
have heard the woe, woe, woe,tn 
wicked men. Sometimes this keeps 
them off trom vertue and grce , and 
fomerimes that. Here they fiumblk, 
and there they ſtumble, before, 
hinde, en this fide, and on that, #0 
at laſt rumble into deſpair , and y' 

cf 


| 


Warntng-Prece, 57 


for evermore. Francis Spa ſtom- _ bave 
bled thus, when he cryed cut, / ble cy 
would fain be in Hell s 0s try the worſt ; 
that G:d :an do. And that outlanciſh F 
wretch (hut, who waxld have given * 
all 10 his ſ.ul, not to forlake him : bur | | 
when nothing would do but he muſt {18 
his WW dye, he commended his ſoul to the devil F 
to be carried into everlaſiing torment. Fi 
And that Engliſh wierch thus, [ | 
give my goods to the King whom | have v! 
c:zened, my body to the earth, and my | 
| 
| 
; 


ſoul to the Devil, And thar other 
wretch (not worthy of a name) thus. 
My ſoul I bequeath to the Devil who 
owns it ; my Wife to the Devil who 
drew me to my ungodly life ; and my 
Chaplain to the Devil who flattered me | 
in it. Bar (dear young men) do ye x; donor C | 
im L127 hold of erernal life 3 and pull you young 
{8 your ſclves (by the mighty power of men ftum- 8 
” God ) into that way. Uſe no argu» Þ!c us» 


(1 
—_ 


ni Þelp and ſuccour, Now 1s the ac- 
ble MY <<pted time, now 1s the hour of 
be falvation. God hath ſhor a warning 2 C076. 
ini picce from Heaven, ſtand nor out , 
Jel {  Þvt vail ro him, before he ſhoot the 
fr  vollies of his vengeance againſt you 
Irecoyerably, | 
E 3 Ye | 


id ments to pull you into, or keep i 
yells your ſelves in the way of ſm. Quit 
8 Your ſelves like men , and the God ( 
ep of Heaven ftand by you for your 
| | 

| 
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| Conſider 
* ; your mo- 
1% tives tO 


look about 


ou. 
Ta age 15 
moſt unſet- 
led, 


2. 
You will 
ealily ſa- 
vour ever 
of your firſt 


liquor, 


The Young Mans 


Ye have many motives to make 
you look about you now for grace 
and glory. Firſt, your age is « mf 
unſettled age , peſtered with many 
lofts of youth , which drop by drop, 
way fall upon you , nll you are ſud 
denly over head and ears : That 
which hath been formerly fained of 
Hercules, that he ſtood in two wayes; 
ready to take either , 15 true of you, 
For as a ſtrait tree , which is looſe 
at the reot,, ftandeth trembling and 
being unſetled, with a little firength 
Is pulled this way, or that way: 
is it with you who are ready to be 
ſwayed with wind and tyde every 
way, 

Secondly , you will eafily ſaver 


ever of that firft liquor which is put 


into you. Receive the diſtilled 
dews of grace from rhe Spirit of God, 
and what a ſweet ſayour ſhall ye be 
in the noſtrils of God , and man?! 
Receive the bloody ſhowers of de- 
villiſh and worldly temptations, and 


how will ye fiink like Sodome and 


her Siſters ? -]f a man, by his own, 
and others diſorders, . have his body 
made crooked when young , he will 
be crooked in bud, bloſſome, leafe, 
froit, and age 3 bur if he be ſtrait, 
then (he by the grace of Ged ) con- 


tinnes firait ſtill. So will it be wtth 
| you: 


LL. 
ew 


> 


w—_ 
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Warning- Pete, 


you : that which is creoked carmot be Eccl.14y. 
made firait , and that which is wanting 
cann't be numbred. 

Thirdly , ye are now ſubjeft 1 the 
borribleſt fins. That natural cor- 
ruption which is rooted jn all man- ! b 


ſtraments to bring it to outward ap- 
Pearance, as flowilhing wittoinvenr, 
and dexterity in other members ro 
put in execution, As therefore, they 
that are ſick of burning feavers had 
need of cooling things, and ſtomack- 
fo! Colts. have necd of ſtronger birs : 
ſo the fury of your age muſt be held 
in, 45 With abit and bridle, left ic 
run upon you, and ly your honour 
in the duft. 

Fonrthly, your fins being commit - 
ted willcry loudeſt. Theſe made Da- 


bitter things againſt me, and makefl me 
poſſeſſe the iniquities of my youth. 


Theſe made' Paul ply Timothy, to flee 2 Tim, 2.22! 


the lufts of youth. And: theſe will 
make you pitifully cry out too late, 
We have wewied. our ſelves in the 
wayes of wickednefſe , when our 
paths were ſpread with butter When 
we were firong, luſty, and able to 

kE 4 do 


Ye are ow 


kinde, hath in your age more in- þjegt fins, 


ual ary. oninber were Pure on" 
my youth, when my ſervice would loudeſt; 
have been moſt acceptable. Theſe P!al-25.7. 


made , Job complain, thou writeſt Job 13.26. 


60 


Job 21-17- 


job 20.11» 


C. 
Your age 
hath no 
priviledge 
ro (in. 
Eccleſ.11.6. 


Fcclel.11.5, 


Pal. 119.5- 


Therefore 


The Young Mans 


do Gods ſervice, we ſerved the De- 
vil: and now when God diſinibuteth 
ſorrows in his anger, our bones are full 
of the ſins of our youth, which ſhall he 
down with us in the duſt. 
Laſtly, you think that you haveg 
priviledge by your age £: youth muft 
have its coutſe, they muſt ſow their 
wilde Oats. But the counſel of the 
Spirit is otherwiſe, In the morying 
ſow thy ſeed, and in the evening with- 
bold not thy hand, for thou knowefl nt 
whether ſhall proſper. Therefore $t- 
lomon thinks ſuch more worthy to be 
lavght at, then to be anſwered, Re- 
Joyce O young man in thy youth, and let 
thy heart cheer thee in the dayes of thy 
youth, and walk in the wayes of th 
heart, and in the fight of thine eyes: 
but know thou that fer all theſe thing 
God will bring thee to judgement. And 
David doth tye up. your vnramed 
ape to the horns cf the Altar , fay- 
ng, that even you muſt cleanſe your 
wayes, by tcking heed thereto according 
to bis word. 
© If therefore there be any fear of 


ſtumblenot.God before your eyes , if ye have 


at any of 


cheſe blocks ©) bowels of compaſſion to your 


--poor ſouls, walk not in the dark 
| wayes of the wicked. Open yur 
eyes to ſee all the ſtumbling blocks 
cf wicked men, and ftumble not in- 
| 20 
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warnng-Piece, 61 


to their paths. O think what may Think how 
come hereafter 3 how ſoon you may !oov ye 


may dye. p 
dye, $0 hence, and be no more ſeen, 77 07 £ 


One dies in full ftrength, being wholly 7, .; p: 
at eaſe and quiet. His brefts are full | il 
of milk, and bis bones are full of mar. [3 
row: and another dies in the bitter- 
neſſe of his ſoul, and never eateth with 
pleaſure : aud then without the grace And then 
of repentance, the mercy of pardon, —_— 
I muft to Hell, ro millions of milli- 2,jjow. 
ons of torments. Farewel compani- with fear- 
ons, farewel time, farewel pleaſure; ful com- 
farewel friends, farewel all your per- * _ wy 
ſwaſions, &c. and ſhall 1 ſay wel- 
come Hell? O no : I would pive Mic.s.7. 
thouſands of Rams , and ten thouſand 
Rivers of Oyl;, yea, the fruit of my bo- 
dy for the fin of my ſoul ; but the juſt 
Judge will nor accept it, ct It down, Luke 468 
why cumbreth 1t the ground: depart =" 
from re, I know thee not, © 
Thus you have had your example 
and your rule, both ſhewing the mi- 
ſery of a wicked life : you have 
had my charge, and diſcharge. Shall 
it fall -like Rain upon the barren 
Rocks and Monntains without fruit? 
Shall it not move one ſoul to go 
from the dens of fin to God ? If not, 
as noble Teremtius, when he had pe- 
titioned fcr the Chriſtians, and ſaw 
it torn in pieces before hiz face, ga- 
| thered 


- WD 
- o ” - 


Ira nes. [t 


Co OT OI - 
_ * 


By 1910 19 Orr ts ron Wer art to oe _ ET OED - * om 
» — 8 "6 


ESD 


: 


1 tb Cs M0, th 
—— ” — aa as 
a - 


1 Sam. 2.25, 


The Young Mans 


thered up the pieces, and faid, 1 
have my reward : I have not fued fo 
gold, flver, hansur, or pleaſure, buy 
Church. $o ſay 1, in the midſt ef 
your negle, I have not ſued fo 
your gold or;filver, for your houſe 
and lands, for your drinks, diceg 
drabs, ;byt fpr.your ſouls, your gre. 
cious ſauls, If .I cannot orſhallog 
wooe them $0.come to Chriſt, God 
raiſe up-ſome childe: of the Bride- 
chamber which may do ir /better, 
If neither 1 nor others can prewail, 
fear that ſpeech of Ekes ſons, Thy 
hearkned not unto tbe voice of their Fa- 
ther, becauſe the Lord would ſlay then, 
In ſuch a caſe, 0þ that my head wet 
full-of water, and mine eyes a fountain 
Y tears, that I may weep day and night 

or the miſerable young men of my pet- 
ple. But God grant I may haveno 
ſuch cauſe : God grant you may.not 
be in ſuch a ſtate, God grant you 
may- be now wiſe to ſalvation. 'Fot 


- it is your falvation God would have, 


it is your ſalvation I would have: 
and wo unto,you if you be enemies 
ro defires ſo good, and no leffe uſe- 
ful than for your ſalvation for ev 
and ever. 
God guide your hearts to the loft 
of God, and to the waiting foro! 


Chriſt. 
FINIS. 


Warning-piece, 63 


A | 
POST-SCRIPT 


to the Reader of this 


WARNING-PIECE, 
of the uſe of Examples. 


Ood Reader ſtay a while 
thou haſt. not yet done. I 
have for thy good ſet be- 
fore thee an old Rule, and © © 


new examples: and of the 
abuſe of examples I am nor ignorant. 
Some look upon them ſo as to 1mi- 
tare them , be they never ſo bad. 
As Auguſtus a learned Prince, filled 
his Empire with Schollers : fo Tr- 
berius , a difſc moling Prince 3 with 
diſſemblers : Julian, an Apoſtate 
Priince, with Apoſtates, and Terobo- 
am a Calviſh Prince, with Idalaters. 
* | Others look upon them fo, as to 


| hate the perſons as well as the ſins. 
Every 
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A Poſiſcript 


Every fearful example accident, 
either in the life or death of wen, 
ſpeaks . to them the language 
damnation. 'v 

Howſnever they be abuſed, la 
ſure ic is moſt fic, yea excellent, 
have the white book of Gods merdie, 
and the black Book of judgemeng, 
alwayes beſore our eyes. The abul 
doth not take away the uſe no mare 
than the Spartans ſhewed themſelves 
wiſe in rooting out their Vines, be- 
cauſe their people abuſed their Wine 
to drunkenneſſe. 

I am ſure we have the example 
of God 'himſel', who would not file 
the patterns beth of fin, ard judgement, 


of thoſe he dearly lov:d. And if we 


be verſed in his Book , we may 6b- 
ſerve, that he hath been pleaſedto 
niake many uſes of ſuch examples 
Sometimes by them he doth threz- 
ten, Remen,ber what the Lord di 
unto Miriam. Did not Achan the ſin 
of Ze:rach commit a treſpaſs in the ac- 


' Tothreares. Curſed thing ? Wherefore do you harden 
Deut.24-9- your hearts as the Egyptians and 


ſoſh.22.10. 
1 Sam.6.6. 


, ys A 
To reT TH Ls * 


d = 
Judg.10. 17. 


Pharaoh 2? If ye do as they have done, 
ye ſhall be puniſhed as they hare 
been. Sometimes by them he doth 
reproach unthankfal people. Did 


nt 1 deliver you from the _—_ and 
: rom 


of the uſe of Examples, 


om the Amorites, from the children of 
Ammon, and from the Philiſtims; 0 


S$) 


my people, remember what Balak King Mic.6.5; 


of Moab conſulted , and what Balaam 
the ſon ofBeor anſwered from Shinm 
to Gilgal. Are ye not aſhamed to 
offend ſuch a God as I, who have 
neither been a | barren wildernefſe, 
nor a dry Land ? Sometimes by them 


3. 
he comforterh and ftrengtheneth the To corrfort- 
hands of the weak. Thrme eyes have Deut-3.21, 


ſeen all that the Loyd your God hath 


done unto theſe two Kings. I his your ſay 54:9. 


trouble 1s as the waters of Noah to me : 
as | have ſaid, they fball no more 49 
over the Earth : ſo, nor your afflictions 
ſhall over wheim you. Will yon be 
diſmayed in any trouble, or caſt off 
your confidence as if Gods hand 
were tved up now more than in thoſe 


dayes 2 Sometimes by themrhe doth- 


maintain great points of god)inefſe. 


for Abraham beleeved God and it was 
counted to him for 17ghteouſneſſe 2 but 
to make him ſtand out againſt the 
blaſphemies of the world, the accu- 
ſations of Conſcience, and theup- 
braidings of a dead faith. And will 
not ye who muſt be the children of 
Abraham, or periſh , walk in the 


way 


. Hoe a - 
To mamt<:n 
truth. 


Was n't Abraham OUY Father juſtifted James 2.21. 
by works ? Not to glory in before God : Row.4.2,3- 
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5 
To diſſwade 
fromwice. 
1 Cor.10.7, 
8,9 &c. 
Fxod. 32.6. 
Num.25.9. 
& 21.6. & 
14-37. 


6. 
To for CWMH 
2 Cor.11.3. 


Why exams 
? les are of 
fuch uſe. 
Tt 9 ppc 
ud. 
Heb.2.1. 
Jam.1.2,3, 


_ TheToung Mam” 
way of ſo worthy a Father ? Some« 
times by them he doth diffwade from 
vice. Be not Idalaters as were ſomes 
them, Let »s net commit fornication « 
ſome of them did, and fell in ane dy 
three end twenty thouſand, Let ws mt 
tempt Chriſt as ſome of them he # temp. 
ted Ehrift, and were deſtroyed of Ser: 
pents, Nether murmure as ſome of 
them murnurred, and were defiroyedef 
the defiroyer. If we go on in fucha 
way, and will not be diſſwaded, ye 
will meet with the fame plagues 
which they have fornd, or wotſe, 
Sometimes by them he gives pi&«. 
monition and caution. I fear left 
by any meanes, as the Serpent beguiled 
Eve through his ſubrilty, ſoyour minds: 
ſhould be corrupted from the fempliet 
that is in Chriſt, Will ye nor take 
heed leſt lefſe policy make you fall, 
as Eve fell, which was full of bitter- 
neſſe ro her and hers ? 

All this uſe and more hath our 
good God made of examples , net 
onely becanſe like leaking Veſſels 
we are apt daily to jun our, and Is 
forget onr faſhion which we ſaw in the 
Glaſs, if ir be nox ftill repreſented 
to us : bur alſo becavſe of the fi- 
gvlar profit of examples. For #s 


they profit a werld of people, the) 
being 


me | 
ers 
of 
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heing like a burning Beacon giving 

ight before men; and being like 
whereat we may give light to. 

zoſands of Candles: fo do they 

ft long and hold our ts the worlds 

1d, as the poor Widows mite, and 

Lots Wifes tranſmntation. 

Neither is it in vain that God hath | 

aken ſuch a courſe as this. tt is all 94+ og 

or or good, that we may know exazp!;:. 

how to uſe examples according to 

their ſeveral natures. Bur among 

the reft you "may reap a three-fold 

benefic by them. Furſt, an Obſer- 


. L- 
vation of the cuſtome and uſages of Obfirvation 


the Church and enemies of it. This 

will be an adjument to wiſdom, 

which is ordinarily attainable by 
experience of our own dayes, and 
memory of others. Next an Illuftra- {#414110 
fon of the faith; and manners 6f- - 
others, what ever they- be for ex- 

amples do not make faith and man*s POLL. oPt 
ners, bur give patterns of Gods ,#p,;- 
rales, fot the Expedite praftiſe of d-xce. 
them. And laftly , a declaration of —_ wor'd 
Gods ordinary providence in his rake this 
a&s. of wiſdom, goodnefſe, mercy, 1,yc#:. 


juſtice, and the like. 
From theſe two ofes the world 
doth, moſtly, too far wander. For 


want of the firft, the Chutch is many 
times 


How mien do 


mate vſe of 


eXamnples of 


Full ice. 


A Poſtſcript - © 


times filled with Schiſmes , 
diſorders; For- want of the ſect 
f.ith and manners are not ſocleared 
and cxamples are taken up. 
neceſſary Laws, which onely fhe 
a lawfulnefs where the rule of Sai 
rure doth not oppoſe. Fol want( 
the third , God pafſeth by, andw 
know jt nor. Let him be neve 
wiſe, by the neglect of the examp 
we admire it not. Let him be nerd 
ſo good, by the neglect of thee 
ample, we love it nor. Let himbe 
never ſo merciful , by the negle&d 
the exaniple, we imbhrace it not, 
Let him' be never fo juſt , by the 
negle& of the example, we dong 
fear and rremble and avoid the rock 


of fin : and: hence it is that | hav 


been induced to propound thelt 
examples unto you alſo, - it mayM 
that ſon:etimes men do obſerve the 
way of God in the whirlwind 0 
juſtice : bur either they are willing 
to think it not ſo great as it is ; Of t0 
judge it to reach further than our 
God intended ir. If men do think 


the firſt, it js becauſe they would 


flatter themſelves in like fins. 
they are to trhink- that God ſhould 


puniſh that which they loye z or that 


danger ſhould happen to them FO 
aye 


| 


c 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


" tee ee et i i EE - _— - 
- —— —- - —_— VO” AO OS ns —O— — _— w—_—_ 


of the uſe of Examples. 69 


ave done as they mean to do ſtill 
fmenjudge the ſecond, it is becauſe 
hey want charity , and judgement 
n the wayes of God. 

Sometimes God gives an example 414 bow 
pf his juftice which begins here, and they ſhows 
continues for ever and ever : as in #9” the /c- 
many of the drowned firſt world , hg 16 
and roaſted Sodomits. God never Toftice.* 
made me fo $kilful in his Throne 
buſineſs , as to define peremptorily, 
that every ſuckling and infant of thoſe 
miſerable ones were caſt into the bot- 
tomleſſe Hell. He onely ſayes that the 
ficod did ſweep them away, and they 
were burned with fire and brimſtone, 
and there leaves us to leave the reft 
to God, They were not in the Ack 


Church , as Iſaac and the reſt of the 

Patriarchs were , yet might the 41/- 

| of eye look upon them as he pleaſed, 

ing i and judge, or ſpare. 

[00 Sometimes God gives an example 

oF of his juſtice which dies here, and 

ok W (for ought we know) may end in 

uld BY glory. Thus we are ſaid to be judged  Co7-u. 3: 

MY that we might not be condemned by the 

ld world, No man will judge Jofiah of 

uy Ponathan for their untimely deathe. 

iſ They died in peace » though they 

"ej died in war : in peace with God. 11 
F War 


indeed, nor was Job in the- viſible - . -- --- 
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war with men. Nor will they of 
ſolvedly reprobate the ſouls of & 
and Onan, Nadab and Abih 
Ananiss, and Saphrra, or theirh 

Their ſins were great, and grieve 

yea damnable , and therefore Go: 
brought feareful ju4gements upon 
them : and as he hath ſaid, ſohatt 

he done, bloody and deceitful men ſba 
not live out half their dayes. But fc 
their ſouls, and how far his juftice 
extended to them, is among the 

crets of his government, and paſt} 
our cognizance. It 15 an old lefionj 


:9.25, Never to he forgotten , That ſecral 


The Appli- 
cation of the 
aſe of exam- 
ples to this 
W 1rnmg- 
Prece. 


things belong to the Lord our God , b 
thoſe things 1hat are revealed to us 
and to our children for ever. 

But what is all this to our ex 
amples in this Warning-piece ? Ii 
you apply it aright you ſhall knc 
how to uſe them to your good. Be 
ſure therefore to ſee Gods hand ir 
both, and his anger againſt fin in 
both ; without that, ſuch judging 
could not ordinarily come into the 
world, Be ſure alſo not to extend} 
Gods juſtice further than what you 
ſce or hear, Thus far God harh gone, 
go youno further. Cannot God rake 
up is people and whip them ſound- 


ly for fin, but preſently the raſh 
world 
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of the uſe of Examples. 


ey rf world muſt cry out, They are be 
of xl ftards, and not for Gods reſt e 
Abins Indeed you fee or hear that one 
r lik. # of them had a debauched and wicked 
ven { life. God ſaw it, and thruſt him 
« Gol down to the gates of hell, and 'o he 
did fearfully judge him in this world. 
Yea withal he had ſuch a remorſe, 
confefhon, ſelf-condemnarion, defire 
of others good, and of his own 
- of (though with deſpair, ) that God hath 
he ſe} given us reaſons of . charity to his 
1 paſt! foul, and kepr the rule of certainty 
# ro himſelf onely, Notwithſtanding, 
ſecrn let no man of ſuch a courſe preſume : 
(2 God comes as a ſwift witneſſe againſt 
ſuch, and will make his ſword drunk 


2 1 ſtill in wickedneſſe. 
ka You ſee alſo , or hear, that the 
| Bel Other of them had a great deal ber- 
nd inf *<r life. It is true alſo, that (thus 
Gn inf ach being confeſſed) he cloſed too 
© long and roo much with the world, 
o the © all that knew him well, com- 
rendl} Plained. He was alſo unthankful to 
A Pariſh who had been loving roa 
poor father of his (in a free gift of 
a good maintenance from them, ) 
| when he would not be perſwaded 
raſh) (both before the ſetling of any Will , and 
F 2 before 
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with their blood. For he will wound Tal. 68 21: 
the hairy ſcalpe yi every one that goes on 
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before the ſetling of his laſt) to give 
poor pittance out of his great eftate 
to that loving Pariſh for pious uſes 
he having no children of his own, 
God ſaw this too, and whipt him to 
the purpoſe before he went hence 
and was no more ſeen. 

Would not God have an irreligions 
world ſce how neceſſary it is tobe 
break off a wicked life by Repentance, 
and how uſeful tg honour God with 
our riches ? It would make a good 
mars heatt to bleed , that the world 
ſhould have a ſecond flood of fin 
by ſome, and that, by others, pious 
and publick works ſhould be neg- 
leged, oppoſed and grumbled at, 
as if mens riches were their own, and 
they might do with them what they 
lift, as if they were Gods. Shall pit- 
vate perions and affairs (not worth « 
dunghil to the buſineſſes of God) be the 
onely objett of bounty and+muri- 

cence 2 Ifin ſuch a caſe God with- 
draw his countenance and frown, 1$ 
It not worthy our notice ; Let God 
he God , and do his own work, in 
ſparing their ſouls for ever as he plea- 
ſeth : yet let him ſhew us exan'ples 
too of what we ought to do, or what 
we ſhall ſuffer. For if we do not 
amend (for ought I know ) he my 
by al; 
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of the uſe of Examples. 


and will do according to our pat- 
terns, take away our comforts herey 
and our comforts for evcr and ever, 
which is infinitely more. 

I ſhut upall in a word. Look up - 
on your examples and fear and trem- 
ble. If they have found God thus 
angry. who have been overtaken by 
indulged, and over-powring infirmities, 
how will he look upon you if ye neg- 
ſe&, and ſcorn, after ſuch warnings ? 


' Yet look npon them fo, as you leave 


not Charity behinde : Ye may have 
hope to coneeive well of them (why 
were judged in this world,) becauſe ye 
knew not their hearts. Ye can have 
no hope to conceive well of your 
ſelves in ſo doing, becauſe ye know 


your own hearts. better. - You are - 


apt in excufing ſome to ffatter your 
ſelres,& in accuſing others to juſtifie 
your ſclves too far. Neither of theſe 


. can do well in the day of your ac- 


count, which I defire may be com- 
fortahle uuto you In the day ofour 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


1 Cor.10.1T, All theſe things hapned 
unto them for enſamples , and they 
are written for our admor1tion, upon 
whom the ends of the world are come, 


FINIS. 


_ 
/ 


& 


. | ag —— at _ 7 
ata. alin. ut. an. \ 
« : 
: 


The eAnthor of this Book hath 
publiſhed Fogr other Books, 


Firſt, Milk for Babes or a Mothers 
Catechiſm ; wherein the Principles 
of Chriſtian Religion are, 1. Pro. 
pounded , 2. Expounded, 3. Ap- 
plyed. Whereupon are annexed three 
Sermons, 

I. Secret fins diſcovered, Pſal. 19.12. 

2 Chriſt exalted among men, on Matth. 
13.4546. | 

3. The Soul Secured, on Pial.3 1.5. 


Secondly, Four Sermons more, 

1, The Lords aſsize, ſrom Judges 11. 
27. 
2. Natures aſs3ze, 0n Matth. 7,20. 
To and 4.the Chri$tans thrift in keep- 
ing faith and a good Conſcience, on 

1 Tim 1.19. 

Thirdly , 4 Trial of Church forſakers; 
from Heb. 10. 25. Ptjoving the 
Church of England, 

1. Tobe a true Church. 

2. Hath a true Miniſtery, 

3. Hath a true worſbrp. 


A Chriſtian family builded by God, or a 
Treatiſe expreſſing the mutual duties 
of the ſeveral perſons in a family, 

. newly extant by the ſam? Author, 


